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The Offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade are at 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 

The registered telegraphic address of the Branch is 
** Advantage, London.” 

A statement of the objects and work of the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch will be found on p. 143. 

Attention is directed to the Sample Room, where 
there are at present on view, among other exhibits, 
samples of iron ore received from H.M. Consuls at 
various places in illustration of their reports included 
among those embodied in the publication recently issued 
by the Board of Trade on “ Iron Ore Deposits in Foreign 
Countries”’ (see ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” of 15th 
June, p. 521); samples of wool felt hats of Italian 
manufacture selling in Abyssinia, Jamaica, Trinidad, and 
British Guiana; samples of Chinese-made footwear (see 


‘“ Board of Trade Journal” of 6th April, pp. 10-11). 


The following Special Trade Enquiry Offices are also 
at 73, Basinghall Street, H.C. :— 
India. Queensland. 
Dominion of Canada. Cape of Good Hope. 


Statements of the objects and work of the Special 


Trade Enquiry Offices will be found on p. 144. 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


BRITISH INDIA, 


The East Indian Railway Company are prepared to receive tenders 
for the supply and delivery of— 
Railway Material. 1. Steel bull-headed rails and fishplates ; 
2. Cast-iron plate (Denham - Olpherts) 
sleepers ; 
as per specifications to be seen at the Company’s Offices, 
Nicholas Lane, London, E.C. 
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BRITISH INDIA—continued. 


Tenders are to be sent to the Secretary, marked ‘‘ Tender for 
Steel Bull-headed Rails, &c.,” or as the case may be, not later 


than noon on the 26th July. 
The Company reserve the right to divide the order, also to 


decline any tender without assigning a reason, and do not bind 


themselves to accept the lowest or any tender. 
For each specification a fee of 1l. ls. is charged, which cannot 


under any circumstances be returned. 


The Directors of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway Company 
are prepared to receive tenders for the supply of 


Railway Stores. the following stores, namely :—Galvanised cor-_ 


rugated sheets ; wood handles ; pig and sheet 
lead; steel tyres ; firebricks and ‘clay ; block tin, tinned sheets, 
&c.; zinc sheets ; lifting jacks and jim-crows ; goods engines and 
tenders. 

Specifications and forms of tender may be obtained at the Com- 
pany’s Offices, 48, Copthall Avenue, London, E.C., on payment of 
the fee for the specification, which payment will not be returned. 

Tenders must be delivered in sealed envelopes, addressed to the 
Secretary, marked “Tender for Galvanised Corrugated Sheets,” 
or as the case may be, not later than 11 a.m. on Thursday, the 


27th July. 
The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the lowest or 


any tender. 


The Board of Directors of the Southern Mahratta Railway Com- 
Steel Rails and al Limited, are prepared to receive tenders 
maentee. 10,675 steel rails and 10,780 pairs steel 
fishplates, 
as per specification which may be seen at the offices of the 
Company, 46, Queen Anne’s Gate, 8.W. The charge for each 
specification is one guinea, which will not be returned. 

Tenders must be sent in addressed to the Secretary, marked 
“Tender for Rails and Fishplates,” not later than noon on 
Tuesday, the Ist August, 1905. 

The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the lowest or 


any tender. 


According to “Indian Engineering,” the Municipal Board of 
Wiatesininsien Mussoorie are prepared to receive tenders for 
Supplies the supply and delivery of the following :— 

; (a) Pipes; (6) tees; (c) cross pieces; (d) 
reducers; (e) bends; (f) bends and collars ; ; (g) sluice valves and 
stop cocks ; (/) ball and non-return valves. 
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BRITISH INDIA—continued. 


Specifications and form of tender can be obtained on applica- 
tion to the Municipal Electrical Engineer on payment of a deposit 
of Rs. 45, which amount will be returned on receipt of a bond fide 
tender. Additional copies may be obtained on payment of a 
further fee of Rs. 3 each, which will not be returned. 

The firm whose tender is accepted will be required to deposit 
the sum of Rs. 1,500 in a Bank and the receipt, endorsed in favour 
of the Chairman, must be forwarded with the tender. 

Sealed tenders, on the prescribed form, endorsed “ Tender for 
Waterworks Scheme,” should be addressed to the Chairman, 
Municipal Board, Mussoorie, U. P., and must be delivered to him 
on or before Monday, 9th October, 1905. 

The Municipal Board do not bind themselves to accept the lowest 
or any tender. 


The Municipal Board of Mussoorie are also prepared to receive 

FON) to 2 tenders for the supply, delivery, and erection at 

Electric Lighting sites, in complete Awéellinns rt iy of the follow- 
and Waterworks ing plant :— ai 

smahony (a) Steel power pipes; (b) water motors ; 

; (c) alternators with exciters; (d) switchboards 

with instruments and apparatus; (e) transformers; (f/f) induction 
motors; (g) pumps; (h) workshop machines. 

Also for the supply and delivery of the following :— 

(a) Bare copper wire for overhead mains; (0b) insulators and 
lightning arresters ; (c) arc and incandescent lamps; (d) telephone 
equipment ; (e¢) workshop tools; (/) general stores. 

Specifications, form of tender, and general conditions can be 
obtained on application to the Municipal Electrical Engineer on 
payrnent of a deposit of Rs. 75, which amount will be returned on 
receipt of a bond jide tender. Additional copies may be obtained 
on payment of a further fee of Rs. 5 per set, which will not be 
returned. 

The firm whose tender is accepted will be required to find two 
sureties to the satisfaction of the Board, and to enter with them 
into a contract to be prepared by the Board and to contain such 
clauses as they may think necessary. 

Sealed tenders, on the prescribed form, endorsed ‘‘ Tender for 
Electric Lighting and Waterworks Scheme,” should be addressed 
to the Chairman, Municipal Board, Mussoorie, U. P., and must be 
delivered to him on or before Monday, 23rd October, 1905. 

The Municipal Board do not bind themselves to accept the lowest 
or any tender, nor will they consider any tender that is not for the 
whole of the plant and material. 
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CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
ai . trade received at the Canadian Government 
poy atte Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., whence further 
‘ information regarding them may be obtained :— 

Home Enquiries.—The names of Canadian exporters of minerals, 
metals, ores, and timber, have been asked for by a London firm. 

A London firm exporting iron and steel goods, machinery, 
locomotives, &c., are desirous of appointing agents to represent 
them in Canada. 

A London firm doing an extensive business in iron, steel, 
metals, cement, window glass, and other export articles, and also 
old materials, desire to enter into relations with Canadian mer- 
chants or consumers. 

The addresses of companies working sodalite deposits in Canada 
have been asked for by a London firm. 

Canadian Enquiries.—A gentleman with experience in the dry 
goods trade, at present on a visit from Canada, desires to get into 
communication with English firms requiring an agent to represent 
them in the Dominion. 

Enquiry is made for the names of manufacturers in Great 
Britain of German silver (unplated); brass fenders and similar 
brass goods; glass door-handles, tableware, tumblers, &c.; and 
bakers’ and confectioners’ supplies. 

A Toronto firm ask to be placed in communication with persons 
dealing in wheel and drag scrapers, &c. 

New Zealand Enquiry.—-A New Zealand business man now in 
England is seeking the representation of Canadian houses desiring 


to appoint an agent in his colony. 


Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
Victoria Street, S.W. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 

an . Government Trade Enquiry Office, 73, Basing- 

eae hall Street, E.C,, whence further information 
’ regarding them may be obtained :— 

Home Enquiries.—A manufacturer of special cold blast pig-':on 
is prepared to appoint Canadian resident agents. 

A manufacturer of opal glass wall tiles wishes to do business in 
Canada. 

Canadian Enquiries.—A firm of timber agents and brokers in 
Nova Scotia would be pleased to attend to enquiries for deals or 
boards. 

A Canadian firm wishing to purchase Egyptian asphaltun ask 
to be placed in correspondence with United Kingdom firms 
dealing in this material. 
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A Canadian company manufacturing malt on a large scale 
would like to get into correspondence with United Kingdom 
importers. 

A Canadian wholesale grocer and importer is in a position to 
accept the agency of a firm dealing in Ceylon teas. 

A Canadian shipper of hay asks to be placed in communication 
with United Kingdom importers. 


Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Canadian Government Trade 
Enquiry Office, 75, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


CAPE COLONY: 
The “Natal Mercury” states that the Commission of British 
Engineers appointed to report on the various 
Harbour Works plans for outer works at Algoa Bay recommend 
h either of the following :— 
ot SRS SE. (a) A solid breakwater on the sea face 
6,850 ft. in length, an inner quay 400 ft. by 300 ft., the widening 
of the inner portion of the Dom Pedro jetty, and the extension of 
the north pier to 7,650 ft., to be constructed at a cost of 
1,100,0002. 

(b) A south breakwater, 7,000 ft. in length, connected with the 
shore by a viaduct approach of 1,000 ft., and having reclamation 
at its inner end; the extension of the North Pier to 7,500 ft. in 
length, and of a new jetty of the mean length of 2,100 ft. and a 
width of 500 ft. This is estimated to cost 3,220,000/. 





Proposed 





TRINIDAD. 
A recent report by the Canadian Commercial Agent at Port of 
Spain (Mr. Edgar Tripp) states that, in 
Sisal Rope. cordage and twine Canada appears to have 
permanently displaced the United States, being 
second only to the United Kingdom. The quality received from 
the Dominion is what is known as patent Manilla. 
It is suggested that it would pay manufacturers to turn their 
attention to sisal hemp, as there is a considerable sale of sisal rope 
in Trinidad. 


Mr. Tripp also reports that the imports of soap, notwithstanding 

the existence of a local factory, average over 

Soap. 30,0007. per annum. Blue mottled soap 

commands by far the largest sale, and this has 

never been successfully manufactured on the spot. The local 

establishment only attempts to compete in brown. The trade in 

high priced fancy soap is necessarily restricted ; but among the 

masses the consumption of the ordinary washing soaps which 

come in boxes, containing 20 bars, weighing 06 Ibs. net, is large, 
and forms the great bulk of the trade. 
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NORWAY. 


The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade have 
a ee been notified by H.M. Consul-General at 
— b Christiania (Viscount Melville) that tenders 
Tubes. will be received up to 3 p.m. on _ the 
29th July by the Norwegian State Railway Authorities for the 
supply of 415 metres of 3 in. galvanised iron tubes (ordinary). 
The tubes are to be delivered on railway trucks at the ‘“‘ Ostbane” 
Station, Christiania. Tenders, addressed to the ‘“ Distrikts- 
ingeniorkontoret, ” 29, Shippergade, Christiania, should contain 
information concerning the manufacture of the tubes and the 
shortest time within which they can be delivered. 

A copy of the general rules which apply to all tenders for the 
Norwegian State Railways may be inspected at the offices of the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 78, 
Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.), 

It should be noted that by Section 16 of these rules, tenders 
from persons who do not reside in Norway will only be received 
through someone resident in the country. British firms must 
therefore name a person resident in Norway to deal with the 
authorities on their behalf. 

Apart from the usual Customs duties a preference of from 10 to 
15 per cent. is given to Norwegian manufacturers. 


A telegram has been received at the Commercial Intelligence 

Branch of the Board of Trade from H.M. 

Coal. Consul-General at Christiania, notifying that 

tenders will be received by the municipality of 

that city up to 26th July, for the supply of 12,000 tons of coal 
(more or less) of various descriptions. 





GERMANY. 


The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade have 

. received a communication from the Acting 

Electrolytic = British Consul-General at Disseldorf (Dr. F. P. 

eee wae. Koenig) reporting that an enquiry has been 

made at the Consulate by a firm wishing to purchase from British 
firms “‘ electrolytic copper wire (Electrolyt- Kupferdraht).” 

Communications should be addressed to H.M. Consul-General, 


Diisseldorf. 


A despatch has been received at the if'oreign Office from the 
Railwa Commercial Attaché to H.M. Embassy at 
ar 4 Berlin (Mr. Wm. S. H. Gastrell) enclosing a 

anise copy of a new Law under which considerable 
extensions of the Prussian railway system are about to take place, 


1 Or 
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Certain sums are also granted for the construction of light rail- 
ways, a subject which receives great attention in Germany. 

A total sum of 7,446,950/. will be expended, of which 7,196,9501. 
are for broad gauge lines and rolling stock, and 250,0001. are for 
new light railways. 

For the main lines 1,733,1001. are allowed. A sum of 3,862,6001. 
falls to 19 branch lines, and 822,500/. will be expended on a 
connection between the Cologne-Bonn and the Cologne-Troisdorf 
lines including the bridging of the Rhine. The new rolling stock 


will cost 778,750/. 





BELGIUM. 


The “ Bulletin Commercial” of 15th July publishes a notice 

inviting tenders, which will be opened on the 

Leather. 28th July at the Ministry of War, 5 rue Royale, 

Brussels, for the supply of 100,000 kilogs. of 

undressed leather, whole hides, in 50 lots of 2,000 kilogs. each, for 

the manufacture of footgear required for the Belgian Army during 

1908. Specifications, samples and conditions of tender may be 
inspected at the above address. 





FRANCE—ALGERIA,. 


The United States Vice-Consul at Solingen reports that German 

cutlery has been finding a good market in 

Cutlery. Algeria. The class of goods in demand there 

is about the same as is used in Europe, includ- 

ing, in the province of Algiers, all sorts of knives (with the excep- 

tion of dessert knives); cheap pocket-knives and scissors, in all 

orades and styles; razors from the cheapest to the highest in 

price; fruit knives, pruning knives—preferably those made 

entirely of steel, without wooden handles—cutting-out knives, &c. 

Of table knives, the so-called “ Yatagan” style is mostly desired. 

Blades should be 0°79 inch wider than the handles. Metal- 
handled knives do not seem to be looked upon favourably. 

The French method of packing the goods is said to be the most 
advisable. ‘Table knives are usually sold in small boxes, each box 
containing 12 knives. ~ 

The best way of selling the goods is to contract directly with the 
customer, or through agents who are direct representatives of the 
selling firm. Prices should be made f.o.b. Algiers, in French cur- 
rency. ‘Terms are, as a rule, 2 to 3 per cent. discount for cash in 
thirty days, or ninety days net. 

In the province of Oran there is an open market for foreign 
competition. The class of goods in demand is about the same 
as in the province of Algiers, but in rather better grades. 

Conditions in the provinces of Bone, Bougie, Mostaganem, 
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Tlemsen, and Philippeville are about the same as in the two pro- 
vinces previously named, but, by reason of the customers there 
being chiefly Italians and Maltese, the cheaper grades of goods 
are mainly in request. 





SPAIN. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 12th July contains a notice inviting 
Pp tenders, which will be opened 30 days after the 
— blication of the noti he offices of t] 
tes Sah ublication of the notice, at the othces of the 
Port Works Board, Vigo, for the supply of a 
petroleum motor launch for the service of that Board. Conditions 
of tende:: may be inspected at the above-mentioned offices, and at 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Industry, Commerce, and Public 
Works, Madrid. A deposit of 300 pesetas (about 9/.) is required 
to qualify any tender. 
The “‘Gaceta” may be seen at the offices of the Commercial 
{Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


(Saturdays, 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.). 





ITALY. 


The British Vice-Consul at Spezia (Mr. E. M. de Garston) forwards 

translation of a notice calling for tenders for the 

Bunting. supply to the Italian Navy of bunting to the 

estimated total value of 39,780 lire (about 

1,5911.), to be delivered at the Royal Arsenals at Spezia, Naples, 
Venice, and Taranto as required. 

Sealed tenders, made out on Government stamped paper of one 
lira (obtainable from the Italian Consulate-General in London, 44, 
Finsbury Square, E.C.), will be opened on 10th August next, a 
deposit of 3,978 lire (about 159/.) being required to ” qualify any 
tender. The final date for i improving on the price of the provisional 
adjudication by a further rebate of not less than 5 per cent. will 
expire on 2nd September. Local representation is necessary. 

The special conditions of the contract may be seen at the 
Ministry of Marine, Rome; at the Directorates General of the 
Royal Arsenals ; at the technical offices of the Navy, Genoa; and 
at the principal Chambers of Commerce in Italy. 

Attention is called to the notice on pp. 536-7 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” of 22nd December last re ‘‘ procedure regarding 
tenders for Italian Government contracts.” 


The “‘ Gazzetta Ufficiale” of 11th July contains a Law sanctioning 
the expenditure of 90,000 lire (about 3,600/.) 


Telegraph Wire. on the erection of a bronze telegraph wire, 
3 millimetres in diameter, between Genoa and 


Chiasso, on the Italian frontier, to form part of a new direct tele- 
graph line from Genoa to Frankfort-on-Main. 























































July 20, 1905.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 105 





Openings for British Trade. 








ITAL Y—continued. 
The “Gazzetta” of 12th July contains a Law sanctioning the 
Buildin expenditure by the Municipality of Catania of 
catenin: 340,000 lire (about 13,600/.) on the enlarge- 
Metallic Ro ofin ment of the tobacco factory in that town, and 
” & 83,000 lire (about 3,320/.) on metallic roof- 


ing for the Custom-house. | 


The “ Bollettino delle Finanze” (Rome) of 13th July, states that 
the Italian Minister of Public Works has 
appointed a Commission to inspect the light- 
houses, beacons, &c., on the Italian coast, with 
a view to introducing more modern systems of 
lighting where it may be considered necessary. 


Materials for 
Lighthouses, 
Beacons, &c. 





ROUMANIA. 


Agricultural Machinery See notice on p. 108. 
and Appliances. 


OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 

The British Vice-Consul at Uskub (Mr. H. E. Satow) mentions in 
his report for 1904 that a trial order, on a small 
scale, for British agricultural machinery has 
recently been given by some local landowners, 
who have had sufficient faith and moral courage to make a rather 
larger initial outlay than usual in the hopes of getting a trust- 
worthy article. Mr. Satow adds that the state of the country at 
present renders the supply of labour at harvest time somewhat 
uncertain, and that some catalogues of this class of machinery 
might be useful. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,430.) 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
A despatch has been received from H.M. Consul at Boston (Mr. 
W. Wyndham) reporting that he has received 
Tar Disinfectants. an inquiry for the names of “ British distillers 
of tar disinfectants.” 
Communications from British manufacturers should be addressed 
to H.M. Consul, British Consulate, Boston. 


The ‘* United States Government Advertiser” announces that the 
Isthmian Canal Commission will soon call for 
Bedsteads, tien Dow 0 ae alt. 
enders for the supply o 

Machinery ; (1) Miscellanecus material, including iron 

Dredges, &c. bedsteads, steam nozzles, barometers, &c. 

(2) Mowing machine, sickle grinding machine, tents, rubber 
hose, galvanised iron buckets, &c. 

(3) Two dipper dredges. 

(4) Two steam hammers, drills, grinding machines, cylinder 
boring machine, &c. 





Agricultural 
Machinery. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


The “ Advertiser” further states that a quantity of roofing tiles 


Roofing Tiles will soon be purchased by the Commission. 


In connection with the foregoing notices of contracts for the 
Isthmian Canal Commission, attention is directed to the article 
which appeared on pp. 593-4 of the “‘ Board of T'rade Journal” 
of 29th June. 





MEXICO. 


Owing to the extraordinary development of Mexico City, 
— H.M. Consul there (Mr. L. J. Jerome) reports 
Building : Pegi : 
there is a great demand for building materials, 
; house fittings, plumbers’ goods, building hard- 
Builders Hard- & - 
ware, Electrical “"? “* . 

A estate ke He also draws attention to the demand for all 

PP >" kinds of electrical appliances, dynamos, motors, 
lamps, bells, telephones. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,429). 


The British Vice-Consul at San Luis Potosi (Mr. H. W. Wilson) 
davlerttenn) reports that within the last few years a con- 
siderable quantity of farm machinery, mostly of 
Machinery : rycen fact “eer ; ey A 
Sieeen. Pamne. merican manufacture, has been imported into 
the State of San Luis Potosi, and the demand 
is steadily increasing. Windmills for pumping purposes are being 
used extensively. Steel ploughs are gradually replacing the old 
wooden article. Steam pumps are also being used extensively for 
irrigating purposes, and are bringing under cultivation tracks of 
land that previously were of little or no value. 


In connection with the production of ixtle, a fibre which is 
Portable extracted from the leaves of the lechuguilla 
Machi plant, Mr. Wilson remarks that the work of 
achine for — cae . ate 
Senate. Wiles. gathering and scraping the leaves is both har 
° and disagreeable, and the owners of ixtle lands 
have considerable difficulty in securing sufficient men used to the 
work. A number of different machines have been invented for 
cleaning or scraping the leaves, but up to the present none have 
given satisfactory results on account of the fact that most of the 
machines are too heavy and unwieldy, and also because they have 
to be run by steam power. Mr. Wilson believes there isan opening 
for a small portable machine that could be easily moved about from 
one locality to another and worked either by hand or horse-power. 
The original cost of such a machine would have to be low and the 
parts few and simple and easily replaced. 














oe 
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MEXICO—continued. 


With regard to the water supply of San Luis Potosi, Mr. Wilson 
Filters and Water "#t@s that the purchase and installation of 

" filters, with the necessary piping, for the dis- 
Pipes: Drainage , ‘but; fwitthol ai h d 

Material. ribution of water all over the city is expecte 

very shortly. There will be about 15 miles 
of piping required, ranging from 4 inches to 18 inches in diameter. 

A complete modern system ot drainage for'the city. wiil. be very 
shortly inaugurated. The plans have been completed, and. as soon 
as they have been definitely approved active measures will at once 
be taken to start work. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,429.) 


The “ Diario Oficial” of Mexico of 20th June contains a Decree 

Hydro-clectric authorising Sefior Lic. José N. Macias, the 

Plant representative of Sefior Manuel Gonsiles, to 

appropriate, for industrial purposes, 2,000 litres 

of water per second from the river Abra de Caballeros, District 

of Valles, State of San Luis Potosi. Machinery, &c., required for 
these works may be imported free of duty. 


The “ Diario Oficial” of Mexico, of 28th June, contains 2 Decree 
Hydre-clectric authorising Sefior Honorato J. Carrasco to 
Plant appropriate, for industrial purposes, 2,000 litres 

of water per second from the river Xamapa at 

a point situated in the District of Chalchicomula, State of Puebla. 





CHINA. 


The Acting Commissioner of Customs at Shasi, in his report for 
Cotton 1904, writes :-— | 

Compressors ‘* Bales of raw cotton shipped from this port 

’ are of unusual bulkiness, and an installation for 

compressing them, by hydraulic or other power, would certainly 

stand a good chance of paying handsomely in the near future. . . . 


‘Opposite Shasi, across the river, is an immense swamp, thousands 
of acres in extent, dsnsely overgrown with 


ufacture of 
Manufacture o unusually fine reeds, some of which are cut for 


C Paper ie fuel and fencing and some are. burned down. 
eo © Could these reeds be utilised for the manufacture 


of paper or compressed fuel, the supply would 
be inexhaustible, easy of access, and very cheap.” 
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EXHIBITIONS. 


ZANZIBAR. 
H.M. Agent and Consul-General at Zanzibar (Mr. B. Cave, C.B.) 
has forwarded to the Foreign Office a copy of 
Exhibition. the regulations and exhibits list of an exhibition 
to be held at Zanzibar on the 16th and 17th 


August next. 
The exhibition will comprise sections for farm and garden 


produce, economic products, scientific exhibits, machinery, and 
live-stock, all exhibits to be bond fide produced or made in Kast 
Africa, except in classes otherwise specified. 


ROUMANIA. 
A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office, from H.M. 
aoe Legation at Bucharest, announcing a national 
Exhibition at ae , 
nasties Cabs exhibition at that City next year. 
. ue Exhibits of foreign industries will, however, 
be admitted so far as connected with agriculture and to serve as a 
means of instruction to native agriculturists. 


BAVARIA. 
H.M. Consul at Munich (Mr. L. Buchmann) reports the opening 
ees at Nuremberg of an Exhibition of His- 
Exhibition of Clocks and torical and Modern Clocks and Watches, 
Watches at Nuremberg. 9+ which German and Swiss clock 
makers are represented. It will remain open until the 30th 
September. 











BRITISH TRADE ABROAD. 


Barranguilla.—In his recent report the British Vice-Consul at 
Barranquilla (Mr. J. Gillies) states that the import trade of that 
port began to fall off about the end of 1904, as largé supplies 
were ordered earlier in the year in anticipation of a substantial 
increase of the Customs duties, which has since taken place. 
The country is fairly well stocked with dry goods. 

Mr. Gillies calls the attention of British exporters to the 
importance of having Consular invoices accurately prepared, as 
fines are imposed for negligence in this respect. Duties are levied 
on the weight of goods, not ad valorem. 

Catalogues advertising goods should be printed in Spanish, the 
weights should be given in kilogrammes and the equivalents of 
the price stated in United States gold. This would save the 
importer a great deal of trouble and facilitate business operations, 
thus offering the buyer a greater inducement to purchase. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,423.) 


St. Petersburg—H.M. Consul at St. Petersburg (Mr. O. 
Wardrop) remarks, in his recent report, that whilst the greatest 
prudence is a duty on the part of those engaging in commerce 
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with Russia, on the other hand, there could be no better time 
than the present for studying the country with a view to develop- 
ing and profiting by its resources in the early future. The end of 
the present war is likely to be the beginning of the complete 
opening up of the Empire to enterprise, and in that work British 
capital and energy should play a part second to none, if events 
should justify confidence in equal opportunity and fair treatment 
for foreigners. ‘It cannot too often be affirmed” says 
Mr. Wardrop, “ that the people of our race are in Russia better 
liked individually, and more successful as guides and instructors 
in commercial and industrial affairs than any other men.’ 

Mr. Wardrop states that in 1904 the value of the goods 
imported into Russia from the United Kingdom was about 10 per 
cent. less than in 1903. Among articles which show an increase 
in value may be mentioned coal and coke, tallow, lead, rice, fish, 
fire-bricks, earthenware, ships. The relative position of the 
United Kingdom to her chief competitor, Germany, remains 
practically unchanged as regards Russia’s import trade, but as 
a purchaser of Russian goods the United Kingdom has gained 


considerably. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,424.) 


Norway.—In his recent report, H.M. Consul at Christiania 
(Viscount Melville, I.S.0.) says:—‘“ I am often asked to say 
whether there is a sale for certain classes of goods in Norway. 
Now, this is a somewhat difficult question to reply to. The area 
of Norway is very considerable, and what may find a limited sale 
in one district may find no demand in another. But on the whole, 
I think I may say that British goods find favour if the price is in 
accordance with the national means, or if, as Mr. Vice-Consul 
Franklin, at Porsgrund, puts it, ‘if obtainable at competitive 
prices. Mr. Franklin also thinks, and I agree with him, that more 
push is required. British made boots and shoes are not to the 
front as American and other nationalities. And here the question 
of price plays a part, but even more, I understand, the style is not 
quite suited to native taste as a rule. Taste and price are the two 
essentials in most articles that have to be first considered ; the 
quality, I think, is never doubted. And it must be borne in mind 
that in a country like Norway, not wealthy and not having a large 
population, the markets for foreign goods are also limited.” 

In another part of his report Viscount Melville asks whether the 
annual invasion of commercial travellers into Norway from 
Germany is not found to be a far more effectual assistance to 
German trade than thousands of letters and catalogues. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 3,425). 


Mexico.—Regarding the ultimate effect of the monetary reform 
on the import trade of Mexico, H.M. Consul at Mexico City 
(Mr. L. J. Jerome) considers that it would be premature to offer 
any opinion. One of the immediate results, however, is the readiness 
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of merchants to make orders abroad, as they are better able to 
calculate the measure of expected profit, and for the present he 
believes there have been fewer large orders for goods, but, on the 
other hand, a very large number of small orders, as the conditions 
have encouraged firms in a small: way of business to purchase direct 
abroad, instead of buying through the large houses in Mexico City. 

With regard to British trade methods Mr. Jerome makes the 
following observations :— 

‘While it is with considerable reluctance that I hazard any 
adverse criticism of our trade methods, nevertheless, during the 
year 1904 I have had so many instances brought to my notice of 
avoidable mistakes, which have been made in the formalities 
required in the shipment of goods and in the observance of 
Mexican commercial customs, that I venture upon a word of 
warning. In the first place, probably in no country in the world 
is competition keener than in Mexico; secondly, where mistakes 
are made and continually repeated, in spite of protests of both the 
consignees and resident representatives of British firms, advantage 
of these errors is immediately taken by competitors. ‘Too many of 
these mistakes are apparently made by permitting the export 
business of a house to be conducted by a junior clerk, and the 
partners not giving matters of detail the amount of consideration 
which would prevent any repetition when once any mistakes have 
been brought to notice. 

‘“‘ Mexican customs regulations require that besides the Mexican 
consular invoice, a signed and stamped copy of bill of lading cover- 
ing goods imported into the Republic of Mexico must be presented 
at the Custom-house. As this copy is retained by the Customs 
authorities, it follows that the consignee must also have a stamped 
and signed copy too, for him to obtain delivery of the goods from 
the carriers. | 

‘‘ British firms are particularly refractory as to these regulations. 
The result has been a good deal of annoyance and a considerable 
drop in the volume and value of British imports. [I know of one 
firm who have instructions to the above effect printed, which they 
send with every order to their correspondents in the United 
Kingdom, and yet in nine cases out of ten the request is not 
complied with. 

“While not compulsory, it saves the consignee time and no 
small expense if as well as the Consular invoice and bills of lading, 
a copy of the shipper’s invoice and a copy of the packing list are 
also sent. ‘These can be forwarded at once to his Customs agent at 
the port where the goods will enter the Republic, by which means 
goods so dealt with will receive quicker despatch than would 
otherwise be the case. | 

“The packing list should show marks, counter marks and 
numbers of packages ; contents of each and the principal material 
of which:article is made; and, if plated, with what; gross weight 
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of each package, net weight of each package or kind of goods in 
package, legal weight of each package or class of goods; value of 
each kind of article, total value of package; country in which the 
goods were manufactured; name of shipper; date of shipment ; 
name of consignee, destination, and the name of the Customs 
broker in whose care freight is consigned. 

“The packing lists or pro-forma invoices should show full 
marks as they appear on the packages, as the law imposes a penalty 
for discrepancies between marks on packages aud those on Custom- 
house documents. When packages bear marks or numbers other 
than those which appear on the documents a fine is imposed. The 
trade mark or name and address of factory, which may be found 
stamped uniformly on all packages, is not considered as a separate 
mark. The exact kind of each package, whether box, barrel, 
bundle, bale, &c., should be shown in the packing list. 

“As the duties for goods imported into Mexico are assessed on 
the weight of the goods, it may be noticed here that weight is 
divided into gross, legal ‘and net weights. Gross weight is the 
combined weight of all interior and exterior packing. Legal 
weight is the weight of goods, plus the weight of interior 
wrappings, cardboard, tin or glass packages in which the goods are 
contained, but not including the outside protecting case. Net 
weight is the weight of the goods without any packing whatever.” 

In calling attention to the great care which should be taken in 
properly describing goods shipped to Mexico, Mr. Jerome gives in 
his report (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,429) a list of commo- 
dities (taken from the instructions of the Mexican Central Railway) 
comprising those whose importation has been frequently the cause 
of trouble. 

Further on in his report Mr. Jerome says that, taking the year 
1904 as a whole, it has been a highly satisfactory one, and there 
are on almost every side sigtis of progress and prosperity. ‘Two 
firms who acted on his suggestion to send out travellers have 
reaped a good harvest from the seeds thus sown, and have obtained 
a flourishing trade. 

Commercial travellers visiting the Consulate (Mexico City) will 
be furnished with data on all the States in the district ; what cities 
they will find it of most advantage to visit in order to get the best 
results in their special lines; hints as to hotels, means of travelling, 
so as to economise time and money, and such other help and 
assistance as can be properly afforded to them. 

In conclusion, Mr. Jerome says :—“ As to increasing British trade 
in Mexico, it is merely a question of effort—is the effort worth 
while? In my opinion it most certainly is. I also believe that 
the next two or three years will see a continued increase in the 
number of new industries and manufactures—factories of all kinds 
being built, with a corresponding increase in the demand for 
machinery and accessories.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,429.) 
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TRADE OF THE ORANGE RIVER COLONY. 


QUARTER ENDED 3lst Marcu, 1905. 


Referring to the notice on p. 594 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 30th March last, relating to the trade of the 
Orange River Colony, the Board of Trade have received copy of a 
return drawn up by the Collector of Customs at Bloemfontein, 
showing the value of the goods imported into and exported from 
the Colony during the quarter ended the 31st March, 1905. 

The following table shows the value of the principal articles 
imported during the period mentioned, as compared with the 
re period of 1904 :— 





| Quarter ended 31st March. 














Articles. | 

1904. 1905. 

Machinery, agricultural implements and other free £ £ 
articles 254,000 135,000 
South African produce soe 100,000 155,000 
Articles of food and driak .. 111,000 76,000 
Haberdashery aie 91,000 69,000 
Wood, raw and manufactured (incl udes fur nitur ) 64,000 38,000 
Hardware, brass and copperware, &c. 47,000 32,000 
Corn and grain (includes rice) _ - poe 70,000 27,000 

Leather manufactures ee, boots and shoes, 

saddlery and harness, §'c.) sale 32,000 24,000 
Apparel and slops (includes hats) owe 33,000 21,006 
Cotton manufactures “ 26,000 15,000 
Blankets and sheets or rugs, cotton or woollen.. 16,000 10,000 
Iron, galvanised and corrugated . 14,000 10,000 
Provisions, oilman’s stores, “Ke. 11,000 10,000 
Clocks, watches, jewellery, and plated ware 21,000 9,000 
Carriages and other kinds of vehicles 12,000 7,000 
Fodder 10,000 7,000 
Soap and candles - 8,000 7,000 
Drugs and chemicals (includes medicinal prepbrativns) 8,000 6,000 
Oils and paints, &c.. me 7,000 6,000 
Woollen manufactures (not blanke te or rugs) . 7,000 6,000 
Stationery and fancy goods 8,000 5,000 
Bicycles and accessories... 8,000 4,000 
Tobacco of all kinds eee 6,000 4,000 
Earthenware, china and glass 4,000 4,000 
Cocoa, chocolate and confectionery 4,000 3,000 
All other articles oa - 55,000 50,000 
Total imports eee o0e eee £/ 1,027,000 740,000 














The total value of the goods exported from the Orange River 
Colony during the quarter ended 31st March, 1905, was 636, O00L., 
as compared with 416,000/. during the corresponding period of 


1904. 
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GERMAN COMMERCIAL MISSION TO ABYSSINIA. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Oifice, from H.M. 
Embassy at Berlin, forwarding a translation of the report of the 
German Special Mission to Abyssinia on the commercial position 
of Harrar, Diredaua and Adis Ababa, as published in the 
‘“‘Miinchener Allgemeine Zeitung.” ‘The following extracts are 
taken from this translation :-— 

In December, 1902, the 309 kilometre railway line Djibuti- 
Diredaua, which crosses the desert of Issa, was opened. 

Diredaua, a new creation of the railway company, lies, as the 
crow flies, about 50 kilometres distant from Harrar, at the foot of 
a considerable range of mountains, over which a pass 950 metres 
high leads to Harrar. The place has, at the present day, a 
thousand inhabitants, and is in the process of growing. With the 
exception of a few retail establishments there exists no local trade. 
The importance of the place lies in its transit trade. The equip- 
ment and lading of caravans proceeding to Harrar or to the 
interior, or the paying off of the incoming caravans and the 
freighting of export articles at the railway, render necessary a 
more or less long stay in Diredaua. ‘The places for depositing 
goods on the railway are in good condition. A Customs Office of 
the Abyssinian Government is connected with the station. 
Telephone wires run to Djibuti, Harrar, Adis Ababa, and to 
several points on the caravan route connecting the two latter 
places. It is true that the use of these still imperfect telephones 
is often difficult and liable to waste time. 

Harrar, which, together with the surrounding rich province, has 
only belonged to the Abyssinian Empire since the year 1887, has 
formed since a long time the centre pcint of the whole trade of 
South Abyssinia and the neighbouring countries. IJt is the only 
place in Abyssinia which, according to European ideas, deserves 
the name of town. Only there are to be found houses built of 
stone, well-constructed roofs and connected streets—in striking 
contrast to the usual lime and straw huts of Abyssinia. 

The town contains 40,000 inhabitants, and includes among its 
customers a considerable population from the surrounding districts 
which are rich in coffee plantations and cattle. Clothing is the prin- 
cipal article dealt in, and above all woollen stuffs of a quite inferior 
quality which have the same importance for the import trade of 
Abyssinia as coffee has for the export trade. 

The wholesale houses of Harrar are exclusively branch establish- 
ments of Arab, English or Indian firms in Aden and Bombay. 
The majority of these firms have similar branch establishments or 
representatives in Adis Ababa, which, with its large market for 
the neighbourhood as well as for the Abyssinian provinces 
situated further westwards, is endeavouring to acquire the same 
importance as Harrar has gained for the south east. 

It must here be borne in mind that once the railway replaces 
the caravan route from Diredaua or Harrar to the capital, the 
importance of Adis Ababa for purposes of trade will considerably 
increase. 
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SILK PRODUCTION OF LYONS AND ST. ETIENNE. 


The following tables, showing the value of the production, 
during the last two years, of the various kinds of silk at Lyons and 
St. Etienne, the centres of the French silk industry, are extracted 
from the recent report of H.M. Consul at Lyons (Mr. L. C. 


Liddell :— ° 
Lyons Production. 




















Description. 1903. 1904. 

Tissues— £ £ 
Pure silk, plain 3,284,000 3,220,000 
» + figured 356,000 392,000 
~~ y),:~=So Mixed with gold and silver for the Levant 248,000 252,000 
Plain, mixed with other materials . 3,160,000 3,068,000 
Figured .. 436,000 450,000 
Silk apd foulards 2,384,000 2,396,000 
Furniture covering 44,000 44.000 
Artificial silk ... — 2,000 
Crapes ie Pe 200,000 200,000 
Crépe de chine, plain and figured 1,000,000 880,000 
Muslins of all kinds 3,480,000 3,600,000 
Grenadines ... * 80,000 60,000 
Gauzes 180,000 180,000 
Tulles 760,000 740,000 
Lace . 200,000 180,000 
Braids ‘and trimmings 720,000 696,000 
Total... 16,532,000 | 16,360,000 








For the first time the item “ artificial” silk appears, but the 
amount is insignificant. ‘The most remarkable increase in the silk 
industry is the development in the manufacture of light tissues. 
The production of muslin, which was valued at 1,840,0000. in 1901, 
reached 3,400,000. in 1902, and advanced to 3,600,000/. in 1904. 





St. Etienne Production. 











Description. 1903. 1904. 

Ribbon, plain black— £ £ 

All silk . aA 245,720 555,784 

Silk, mixed with other materi: al 148,160 150,400 
Ribbon, plain coloured— 

All silk . me 608,440 714,620 

Silk, mixed with other material 326,240 461,200 
Figured ribbon— 

All silk .. ie 183,160 183,584 

Silk, mixed with other materi: ul 248,560 256,000 
Cravats 38.640 64,452 
Velvet— 

All silk .. ‘ 18,860 15,800 

Silk, mixed with other material 187,280 176,560 
Velvet, satin, black or armure— 

All silk . ; de 34,960 36,800 

Silk, mixed with other material soe 295,440 153,680 
Trimmings, braids, linings, &c. 230,160 189,556 
Articles for hat trimming... 57,880 41,000 
Elastic tissues 72,400 61,800 
All silk-stuffs 103,400 104.200 











(Foreign Office, ‘jl Sori ies, 8 409. ¥ 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


In accordance with the provisions of the Finance Act, 1905, 
~ stamp duties are now no longer chargeable 
sheet aad te on the following bonds :— 


certain Bonds, &c. 














a Description. 
1 Bond for exportation through Parcel Post. 
8 Bond for goods removed from ship’s side, 
9 Bond for transhipment. 
10 Bond for landing demijohns of spirits at a foreign port. 
11 Bond for transhipment and exportation of demijohns of spirits. 
12 Bond for shipment of goods as stores for war and troop ships. 
13 Bond for removal and shipment of stores. 
14 Bond for goods shipped as stores. 
15 Bond for removal of spirits for methylation. 
16 Bond for removal of tobacco to be re-warehoused. 
18 Bond for removal of goods to be warehoused or re-warehoused. 
19 Bond for removal to Isle of Man for immediate clearance on despatch 
quantity. 
23 Bond for exportation. 
24 Bond for exportation (special). 
25 Through bond for exportation (special) of goods not warehoused. 
28 Bond for surplus stores, coastwise. 
29 Bond for surplus stores of yachts laid up. 
33 General bond for exportation through Parcel Post. 
35 Bond for removal of unexamined free goods, 
36 General bond for removal for warehousing or re-warehousing. 
3 General bond for exportation, and shipment of goods as stores. 
38 | General bond for transhipment. 
89 | General bond for removal of spirits for methylation. 
40 Coal bond, coastwise. 
41 Coal bond, stores, foreign voyage. 
42 30nd for exportation of coal. 
43 General coal bond for exportation and shipment as stores. 
48 Bond for the delivery of spirits for use, duty free, under Section 8 of the 
Finance Act, 1902. 
49 General bond for delivery of spirits for use, duty free, under Section 8 
of Finance Act, 1902. 
50 Bond for the removal of plate to be assayed. 
54 General bond for delivery of molasses, intended for use solely as food 
for stock. 
— ;ond for taking goods out of warehouse in order to be refreshed, 
redressed, &c. 
— Bond for removal of goods to His Majesty’s Victualling Yards. 








The Stamp Duty on Delivery Orders, as well as on all notices 
under the general bonds specified in Section 104 of the Customs 
Consolidation Act, 1876, will also cease to be chargeable. 





de. 
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DOMINION OF CANADA. 


The Board of Trade have received, by favour of the Canadian 

; High Commissioner, a copy of a Customs 

Cistome Tari “Memo. (No. 1,327 B.) which was issued by 

— the Canadian Department of Customs on 
7th July. 


The ‘Tariff Changes affecting the import duties are as set forth 
in the following Resolutions, and came into force from the above 


date, viz., the 7th of July, 1905 :— 


RESOLUTIONS. 

1. That it is expedient to amend the Customs Tariff, 1897, as 
amended by subsequent Acts, to the following effect :-— 

Schedule A. is amended as follows— 

Item 158—strike out the words “ dry white and.” 

The following items to be inserted : — 

8. (a) Wines of all kinds, except sparkling wines, containing 
not more than 40 per cent. of spirit of the strength of proof, 
whether imported in wood or in bottles (6 quart or 12 pint bottles 
to be held to contain a gallon), when the produce or manufacture 
of any British colony or territory in the South African Customs 
Union Convention, 25 cents per gallon. 

50. (a) Rolled oats, six-tenths of a cent per pound. 

158. (a) Dry white lead, 30 per cent. ad valorem. 

158. (6) White lead ground in oil, 35 per cent. ad valorem. 

Item 187 is repealed, and the following substituted :— 

187. Cement, Portland, and hydraulic or water lime, in barrels 
or casks, the weight of the package to be included in the weight 
for duty, 124 cents per 100 lbs.; in bags, 124 cents per 100 lbs., 
together with 25 per cent. ad valorem on the baq. 

Schedule B. is amended by repealing item 455, and substituting 
the following :— 

455. Settlers’ effects, viz.:—Wearing apparel, books, usual and 
reasonable household furniture, and other household effects ; instru- 
ments and tools of trade, occupation or employment, guns, musical 
instruments, domestic sewing machines, typewriters, bicycles, 
carts, wagons and other highway vehicles, agricultural implements 
and live stock for the farm, not to include live stock or articles for 
sale, or for use as a contractor’s outfit, nor vehicles nor implements . 
moved by mechanical power, nor machinery for use in any manu- 
facturing establishment; all the foregoing if actually owned 
abroad by the settler for at least six months before his removal to 
Canada, and subject to regulations by the Minister of Customs: 
Provided that any dutiable articles entered as settlers’ effects may 
not be so entered unless brought by the settler on his first arrival, 
and shall not be sold or otherwise disposed of without payment of 
duty until after 12 months’ actual use in Canada. 
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DOMINION OF CANADA —continued. 


2. The exemption from duty of machinery and structural iron 
and steel for the construction and equipment of factories for the 
manufacture of sugar from beetroot, authorised by section 11 of 
chapter 11 of the Acts of 1904, is extended from ist April, 1905, 
to 30th June, 1906. 


3. The exemption from duty of machinery and wpallinnia of a 
kind not made in Canada for use exclusively in alluvial gold mining, 
authorised by section 12 of the said chapter, is extended from lst 


July, 1905, to 30th June, 1906. 
4. Section 18 of the said chapter is amended by inserting after 


the word “ production,” in the fourth line, the words “ or from any 
British country.” 


The Memo. under Notice also contains the following Instructions 
for the guidance of Customs officers :-— 


INSTRUCTIONS. 


Under section 4 of the above resolutions, molasses, the produce 
of any British country entitled to the benefits of the British 
Preferential Tariff, may be entered free of duty when produced 
from sugar-cane and imported direct by vessel from the country of 
production or from any British country in the original package in 
which it was placed at the point of production and not afterwards 
subjected to any process of treating or mixing, subject to the 
following regulations :— 

(a) Molasses produced from the sugar-cane in any British 
country may be imported by vessel from a British country and 
entered free of duty in Canada upon proof to the satisfaction of the 
Collector of Customs at the port of entry that the molasses was 
shipped by vessel direct to such British country from the country 
of production, and is contained in the original package in which 
placed at the point of production and not afterwards subjected to 
any process of treating or mixing. 

(b) The following form of certificate, written, printed or stamped 
on invoices of the said molasses presented for entry in Canada shall 
be signed by the shipper or his agent in a British country :— 

“The molasses described in this invoice has been produced in 
the process of the manufacture of cane-sugar from the juice of the 
cane without any admixture with any other ingredient, and is in 
the original packages in which it was placed at the point of pro- 
duction and not afterwards subjected to any process of treating or 


mixing, and has been imported direct by vessel from............ss000 
(PERGS) BO....00..ccceccecccccecees (name of British country). 
uiedabdieesdieaes++theabebunee Exporter. 
ON Clithncinsosntanendiiebuis 190.. 


Satisfactory proof of origin shall be ies to the Collector at 
the time of entry for wines (not sparkling) the produce or manufac- 
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DOMINION OF CANADA—continued. 


ture of any British Colony or Territory in the South African 
Customs Union Convention when admitted to entry at 25 cents 
duty per gallon. 

The Colonies and Territories in such Customs Union Convention 
are :—Cape of Good Hope, Natal, Orange River, Transvaal and 
Southern Rhodesia. 

The Regulations in the above-mentioned Memo. 1,237 B apply 
to the entry of settlers’ live stock in any part of Canada pending 
further instructions... The present form of settlers’ effects entry 
(B 4) may be used until otherwise ordered. 

Note.—The duty on bags covering cement is 25 per cent. ad 
valorem. 





AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


A copy of Supplement No. 45 to the Customs Tariff Guide, dated 
tibia 20th May, 1905, has been received, containing 
Decisions Customs decisions relating to the rates of duty 

Jeviable on various articles imported into the 

Australian Commonwealth. 

The following are the petecipe cecteions given — 


Rates of honent 
Articles and how classed. Duty. 





Bedford cords (cotton)— 


As piece-goods, cotton (corduroy) ... “ee te she 5 % ad val. 
*Bedford cords (woollen)— 
As woollen piece-goods, n.e.i. oa i bes jus Mz ..« 
Braid— 
Gold and silver (not being imitation)-— 
As jewellery ioe val Fo jae noe sob _ 4 Sar 
Tinsel— 
As minor articles for apparel! ... ~ sie ses Free 
Cloth, asbestos— 
As other articles de =m eid bad - 
fur-tails—manufactured, for finishing attire— 
As apparel and attire and articles, BOA. ~.<. 25 % ad val, 
Pencils, insect (in glass tubes), for use after bites and stings 
of insects— 
As medicines ... 1b A% 4 


Pictorial sheets on paper | or paper boards, without ‘printing 
thereon, to be converted into post cards— 
As pictures, not being advertising ... shh bas wa Free. 
Thread-tinsel, for sewing purposes only— 
As cordage and twines, sewing silk, &c. we se ni - 


*Tinsel ribbon— 

As trimmings ... di bbe on ste 15 % ad val. 
Veneer (so-called), three- -ply (w ood)— 

As timber, dressed, n.e.i. ... = ia _ ... | 38. per 100 sup. ft. 








* Revised decision. 
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LAGOS. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the Customs Tariff 
New Customs Ordinance, 1904 (No. 16 of 1904) which was 
Tariff assented to by the Acting Governor of Lagos 

’ on 23rd August, 1904. 

The present Ordinance, which came into operation on 28rd 
September, 1904, repeals the Customs Tariff Ordinances No. 8 of 
1899, 19 of 1900, 2 of 1901 and 1 and 8 of 1904, and, at the same 
time, provides for the re-imposition of duties on various articles 
imported into the Colony and Frotectorate of Lagos. 

The duties, for the most part, are the same as those previously 
in foree—the principal alterations effected under the new Ordinance 


being as follows :— 








| Import Duties. 











Articles. a ER UR R 
Old Rates. | New Rates. 
“an 
s. d, a ai 
Cartridges (filled) .... Per 100 or part thereof 2 O _ 
> sie Per 100 — > & 
Cigars ... - wise _ sai “ ls. per 100 6d. per 50 
Cigarettes woe sos .-. | 1s, per 1,000 3d. per 100 
Cowries - se ood wap Per cwt. 1 0O Prohibited (a) 
Gunpowder ... eee Per lb. or part thereof 0 6 _ 
Nese ae Per lb. _ 0 6 
Salt .. | 20s. per ton 1s. per cwt. 











(a) Except by land from Northern or Southern Nigeria, free. 


The free list is also somewhat extended—the principal additions 
being corn grown in West Africa, coal, fresh fish, meat, vegetables 
and fruit, ice, measures (Imperial standard), patterns, samples and 
show cards, printing and bookbinding materials, seeds, shrubs and 


trees for planting, and ships. 
The drawback regulations have undergone considerable revision, 


and they now read as follows :— 

‘Upon all goods on which duty has been paid and which 
are re-exported to any place outside the Colony or Protecto- 
rate before being sold within the Colony or Protectorate, there 
shall be allowed a drawback of 95 per cent. of the duty paid 
thereon, subject to the rules regulating drawback claims— 
provided that all goods exported as aforesaid shall be deemed 
to be goods exported for drawback, and that this section shall 
not apply to goods re-exported by inland navigation or over- 
land carriage to Northern or Southern Nigeria. 

“ Upon all dutiable goods imported on which no duty has 
been paid and which are transhipped or re-exported (includ- 
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ing goods in transit and goods exported from bond) to any 
place outside the Colony or Protectorate, duty shall not be 
levied, but it shall be lawful to charge such fees not exceeding 
five per cent. of the duty payable on such goods as may be 
ordered by the Governor-in-Council, to cover any expenses 
incurred by the Customs Department in connection with such 
goods, provided that this section shall not apply to goods re- 
exported by inland navigation or overland carriage to Northern 
or Southern Nigeria.” 





ANTIGUA,. 


With reference to a notice which appeared on p. 224 of the 

ei ata “ Board of Trade Journal” for 4th February, 

Tariff 1904, relating to rates of duty imposed in 

; Antigua, the Board of Trade have now received 

a copy of an Ordinance (No. 10 of 1904) which repeals, with effect 

from 2nd January, 1905, the Customs Tariff Ordinances 14 of 

1903 and 5 of 1904, and at the same time provides for the 

re-imposition of the duties, with some slight alterations, on articles 
imported into the Presidency. 

The dutiable list is somewhat curtailed in the present Ordinance, 
but the rates of duties are, for the most part, similar to those 
previously in force. The alterations principally affect the duties 
on textiles, furniture, bitters, oils, matches, and a few foodstuffs. 
The free list is practically unaltered. 

The Ordinance under notice may be seen by persons interested 
on application to the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.). 





FIJI. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, a 
Cust Duti copy of the ‘Customs Duties Amendment 
a om sg Ordinance, 1905” (No. 12 of 1905), which was 
menemen’ —_ assented to by the Governor of Fiji on 19th 
May, 1905. 

The present Ordinance amends the “ Customs Duties Ordinance 
of 1898” by providing for the free importation into the Colony of 
all kinds of timber (instead of “ undressed ” timber as heretofore) 
cut for cases, not exceeding 3 feet in length, for exporting fruit 
therefrom. 

The following item is also added to the free-of-duty list :— 

‘‘ Articles imported as the property of and for the use of 
the Pacific Cable Board, on allowance by the Governor-in- 
Council.” 











July 20, 1908. } THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 121 





Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





GERMAN Y-SPAIN. 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 

Seemiectetinn of information to the effect that the German 

Cememneveiad Government have denounced the Commercial 

Agreement Agreement of the 12th February, 1899,* 

between Spain between Germany and Spain, under which 

ond Gunes those countries agreed to accord one another 

y: reciprocal most-favoured-nation treatment in 

commercial matters. The Agreement will accordingly expire on 
the 30th June, 1906. 


FRANCE—TUNIS. 
The French “ Journal Officiel” for the 5th July contains the text 
Imports of Beans of a Presidential Decree fixing as follows the 
ont ot anita quantities of beans and of certain animals 
Siete tines imported from Tunis which may be admitted 
into France free of duty between the Ist July, 





Sunis. 1905, and the 1st June, 1906, under the special 
conditions provided by the Law of the 19th July, 1890f :— 
Beans vin nee a foe ... 60,000 quintals. 
Horses gil — or ..» 1,900 head. 
Asses and Mules al - dite ek a a 
Oxen... ee sink rh RA a ae” ts 
Sheep iis ae oe aa ..» 100,000 __,, 
Goats oer ee a vee —- le 
Pigs. ws 3 Sana 
Game, ‘alive or dead (including wild boar, 
turtle, &c.) pi ake at ... 20,000 kilogs. 
Poultry wey - int ae? 


The Decree also fixes at 6, 000 000 Prinses the total value of 
goods of Tunisian origin not specified in Articles 1 and 2 of 
the above-mentioned Law, which may be imported into France 
during the same period at the lowest rates of duty leviable on 


similar foreign products. 





SPAIN. 
The “Gaceta de Madrid” of 16th July contains a Royal Order 
notifying that the average rate of exchange 
— bebmemen 9 (premium of exchange on Paris) during the 
J . first fortnight of July was 32°19 per cent., 
of Customs Duties od that the corresponding reduction in pay- 
payable in Gold. ent of Customs duties which have to be 


made in gold during the second fortnight of the present month 
is | to be 24 per cent. 


i * See the « : Board of Trade Journ: ul” for July, 189., p. 72. 
+ To obtain the benefit of the privileged treatment accorded by th*s Law the 


goods must be imported direct (¢.e., without calling at any intermediate port), and 
in a French ship ; and must be accompaniel by properly authenticated certificates 
of origin. 
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ITALY: 


The Italian “Gazzetta Ufficiale” for the 12th July contains the 
text of a Law modifying the duties leviable on 

















Ping the under-mentioned articles under the Italian 
a Tariff, as follows :-— 
Rate of Duty. 
Tariff No. Articles. Mardis, a ‘ a 
Former. New. 
182 bis | Vehicles for use on roads; common, Lire. Lire. 


automobiles, weighing — 
{| Various rates, 


(1) 500 kilogs. or less ... according to 1 Each 200:00 





(2) More than 500 kilogs. but 3 degree of 
not more than 1,000 kilogs. ... completion f », £00°00 
(3) More than 1,000 kilogs. ... and number », 600-00 
|| of wheels 
300 Carob beans ... oe bi .. | 100 kg. 1°75 | 100 kg. 3°00 

















UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


With reference to previous notices which have appeared in the 
New Retiiatieads “ Board of ‘Trade Journal” on the subject of 
with veel! te the Customs treatment of imported food _pro- 
4 Food ducts, it is to be noted that the New York 
— t ood“ Journal of Commerce” of the Ist July con- 
semamerss) tains the text of new regulations reported to 
have been drawn up for the guidance of United States Customs 
officers and officers of the Department of Agriculture, with a view 
of expediting the passage of such products through the Customs. 
The text of the new regulations, which came ‘into force on the 
ist inst., may be seen at the offices of the Commercial Intelligence 


Branch of the Board of Trade, 75, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


The following is the substance of some Decisions affecting the 
Cust application of the United States Customs 
Feat Tariff, which have recently been issued by the 
ouemns. Treasury Department at Washington :— 

Protests, tume for filing—In computing the time within which 

a protest against the imposition of a Customs duty is required 

to be filed, “if the last of the ten days provided by the Customs 

Act falls on a Sunday, it cannot be excluded; and a protest 

filed on the Monday following comes too late and should be 

over-ruled. 
Foreign Currency used in Invoices.—In the absence of a Consular 

“currency ” certificate showing the depreciation of the foreign 

currency in which invoices are made out, no allowance can be 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


made for any depreciated currency ; but the currency mentioned 
is presumed to be the standard coin of the name. 


Cuban cigars and cigarettes.—Dutiable value.—The Cuban internal 
revenue tax of 2 dols. per thousand on cigars should not be added 
to invoice prices unless it appears that the amount of such tax is, 

in fact, customarily added to the export prices of the particular 
brands in question when sold for home consumption. [This 
modifies the decision reported in the “ Board of Trade Journal”’ 


for 29th September, 1904. ] 


Sik on cops.—Silk re-reeled from skeins on to cops or tubes, is 
held to be “advanced in manufacture” within the meaning of 
paragraph 660 of the Tariff, as having undergone a process of 
winding. It is therefore dutiable under paragraph 384 as “ silk 
partially manufactured, and not further advanced than carded or 
combed silk,” at the rate of 40 cents per lb. 


Twilling.—A twilled as distinguished from a plain woven fabric 
is held to be one in the weaving of which the shuttle carries the 
woof thread over one and under two or more warp threads, pro- 
ducing thereby the twilled effect. 


Double-faced cotton velours are properly dutiable as countable 
cottons containing extra threads, under paragraphs 304, 309, and 


313 of the Tariff. 


“ Green earth.” —Ground earth of a greyish-green tint, known as 
‘“oreen earth,” which is used as a substratum or base upon which 
are precipitated certain aniline dyes which impart colour thereto, 
thus obtaining pigments or dry paints known as “ lime-proof 
greens,” is found to be not a pigment but a manufactured earth, 
and is held to be dutiable as such under paragraph 93 of the Tariff 
at the rate of 2 dols. per ton. 

“ Tron sand,” consisting of chilled iron pellets, produced by a 
method similar to that used in making shot, is dutiable under 
paragraph 193 of the Tariff as a manufacture of iron not specially 
provided for, at the rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem. 


Silk powder.—A powder made from raw silk, which is used in 
the manufacture of wall paper and artificial flowers, is dutiable 
under paragraph 391 of the Tariff as a manufacture of silk, at the 
rate of 50 per cent. ad valorem. 

Imitation parchment.—Grease-proof paper, known as imitation 
parchment paper, used largely for wrapping oleaginous substances, 
is dutiable under paragraph 402 of the Tariff, as ‘‘ paper not 
specially provided for,” at the rate of 25 per cent. ad valorem. 

Arlicles of earthenware embellished with designs in the process 
of moulding, coated with asingle-colour glaze, and not ornamented 
or decorated by superadded process, are dutiable at 55 per cent. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


ad valorem, under paragraph 96 of the Tariff, as earthenware not 
ornamented or decorated. The addition of a single colour to the 
glaze applied to articles of earthenware does not bring them 
within the term “ earthenware, ornamented or decorated.” 


Oroville (Washington) has been designated a sub-port of entry 
New Sub-port of Entry. in the District of Puget Sound. 





With reference to the notice which appeared on p. 28 of the 
“Journal” for the 7th July, 1904, on the 
subject of the free admission of certain articles 
A emiaiinaaitiiien imported into Quintana Roo for consumption 
she aioe in that territory, the Board of Trade are in 
Ro receipt, through the Foreign Office, of informa- 
- tion to the effect that the period during which 
such articles may be imported free of duty has been extended 
until the 30th June, 1906. 
It is to be noted that if such articles are subsequently r2moved 
to places outside the Territory of Quintana Roo, they ¢re liable 
to be seized as smuggled goods. 


Extension of 
Free Admission 


The Mexican “ Diario Oficial” for the 27th June contains the text 
of a Presidential Decree reducing the import 





eee duty on wheat, until the 31st August next, to 
Daty on Wheat 1 peso 50 cents per 100 kilogs. (gross 
’ ca weight). 
BRAZIL: 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
information to the effect that the State of 
meaty Minas Geraes (Brazil) has imposed an import 
pees ' oo duty of 8 per cent. ad valorem on the following 
a sehieles :—butter, cheese, and all other dairy 
produce; potatoes; rice; dried and preserved fruits; bacon, lard, 
preserved meats ; onions, garlic ; cigarette straw; earthenware or 
clay pipes ; stearine candles ; iron and wire nails; and wrapping 
paper. ; 

This duty, which is additional to any Federal import duties, 
came into force on the Ist July. 


New Import 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT. 


STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 


The following statement, showing the number and tonnage of 
British and foreign ocean-yoing vessels 
Shipping in 1904. arriving at the ports of Singapore and 
Penang in 1904, as compared with the 
preceding year, and the total number and tonnage of the same 
class of vessels clearing from these ports, is based on figures 


received from the Registrar of Imports and Exports at Singapore 
(Mr. A. Stuart) :— 















































1903. 1904. 
No. Tonnage. No. Tonnage. 
Singapore— | 
British... ao ons 2,632 3,369,322 2,823 3,791,857 
Foreign ae at 2,641,935 2.587 2,384,048 
Totalinwards ...| 5,216 6,011,257 5,410 6,175,905 
Total outwards ... 5,290 5,993,662 |. 5,429 6,155,848 
Penang— 
British... eee eee 2,118 1,918,086 2,008 1,799,474 ° 
Foreign eee wie 571 929,435 B05 785,492 
Total inwards ~ 2,689 2,847,521 2,513 2,584,964 
Total outwards _...| 2,676 2,841,807 2,531 2,595,610 
RUSSIA, 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from the 
Siberian Rail British Commercial Agent in Russia (Mr. 
meran “arwey Henry Cooke) relative to the traffic on the 
Traffic in 1904,  Giherian Railway in 1904. 

As was to be expected, owing to the exigencies of the military 
traffic, the movement of the ordinary passenger and goods traffic 
took a second place, being entirely dependent on military 
necessities, and on the carrying capacities of the line. The 
largest increase in 1904 in goods traflic—to the extent of 
10,903,548 pouds—is under the heading of coal and grain. The 
carriage of the remaining goods diminished to the extent of 
7,087,338 pouds. ‘The cause of the increased traffic in grain 
was the good harvest in Siberia in 1903, more especially in western 
Siberia, and the considerable demand for these products both 
abroad and in the Far East. The increased traffic in coal was due 
to the greater demand on the Trrans-Baikal and Circum-Baikal 
railways. 
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The total amount of goods carried, military and other, during 
1904 was 206,433,658 pouds, against 167,157,525 pouds in 1908. 
The total number of passengers, military and other, was 1,755,608, 
against 1,278,556 in 1903. 

1 poud = 36'112 lbs. or ‘016 ton. 1,000 pouds = 16°121 tons. 





GERMAN EMPIRE. 


The ‘* Vossische Zeitung ” states that in a very short time Germany 

New Electric will possess three important lines ‘of electric 

Railways railway, viz., from Frankfort to Wiesbaden 

sat (42 kiloms.), from Cologne to Dusseldorf (39 

kiloms.), and from Leipzig to Halle (82 kiloms.). These, it is 

observed, mark the first step towards the eventual substitution of 
electric, for steam, traction throughout the country. 





ITALY: 


The “ Gazzetta Ufficiale” of 7th July contains a Law sanctioning 
an annual subsidy of 550,000 lire (about 
22,000/.) to “La Veloce” Shipping Company, 
for a term of four years, in return for a 
monthly service of mail steamers between 
Genoa and Colon, touching at Barcelona, 
Teneriffe, La Guayra, Puerto Cabello, Curacao and Savanilla on 
the outward journey; and at Curacao, La Guayra and Teneriffe 
on the return. 


AUSTRIA~HUNGARY-—ITALY,. 


H.M. Consul at Trieste (Mr. J. B. Spence) reports the initiation, 
shortly, of a new route by sea and river for the 

nt Goods transport of goods from Trieste to Milan. 
eal ‘] Twenty barges, each to carry 250 tons, have 
Trieste—Mi an been specially constructed for the service. On 
vui River Po. leaving Trieste they will be towed by steamers to 
Brondolo, near Chioggia, and from thence by horses as far as 
Cavanella, on the River Po. From Cavanella a tug will take them 


to Milan. 


S.S. Service 
between Genoa 
and Central 
America. 








OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 


The British Vice-Consul at Salonica (Mr. H. du Vallon) reports 
that from time to time complaints are made by 
British shipowners with regard to exorbitant 
prices asked, or difficulties of another nature 
made, by their agents at Salonica. In most of these cases it has 
been found that agent and shipper is one and the same man. The 
obvious remedy for this abuse is, says Mr. du Vallon, for owners to 
select: as agent someone who is not at the same time a shipper. 


(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3.430.) 


Shipping Agents 
at Salonica. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The British Commercial Agent in the United States(Mr. E. Seymour 
Bell) reports, under date of 30th June, that the 
Lake Shore and Michigan Southern Railway 
Company have given orders to remove within 
ten days all “facing point” switches wherever 
possible between Chicago and Buffalo, and 
where the switches cannot be removed, to erect signals. 

The style of switch to be displaced is that which caused the 
wreck of the “ Twentieth Century Limited,” at Mentor, Ohio. 


MEXICO. 

The British Vice-Consul at Tampico (Mr. G. W. E. Griffith) gives 
a the following list of port dues at that port :— 
Bameies (a) Pilotage (payable in and out), 8 dols. 2 c. 
. per metre, equal to 4s. 7d. per foot, with exchange 

at 1s. 10d. to 1 dol.; (6) permit to discharge, 8 dols. (14s. 8d.) ; 
(c) permit to load, 12 dols. (11. 2s.) ; (d) jetty dues, 9 dols. 84 c. 
per metre, equivalent to 3 dols. (5s. 6d.) per foot; (e) tonnage 
dues, payable at first port only on the gross tonnage, for steamships 
‘06 c. (1°32d.), for sailing vesssels °01 c. (-22d.); (f) sanitary dues, 
02 c. (44d.) on gross tonnage ; o() per cent. reduction is granted 
to vessels carrying the mails and making frequent visits, provided 
the necessary concession has been acquired from the Mexican 
Government. A vessel shifting her berth in the river has to pay 
each time 4: dols. (7s. 4d.) (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,429.) 


—_—_ - — --=— 


Removal of 
“Facing Point ” 
Switches on Lake 
Shore Railway. 








- 


CHINA: 

On the subject of railway development in S’suchuan, the Com- 
Propeded missioner of Customs at Chungking (Mr. W. 
Railway from Thurlow Lay) states that a line “from Ch’ éngtu 
Ch’éngtu to (the capital) to Wan-hsien will bring the latter 
Wan-hsien place into a prominent position and prove of 
5 : advantage from every point of view, more 
especially if Wan-hsien is opened to trade. Indeed, it should not 
be necessary to wait for the railway before proclaiming Wan-hsien 
an open port. Such a step as that suggested will, it is to be 

hoped, be carried out in the near future. 


In reference to the difficulty of navigation on the Upper Yangtse, 
Mr. Lay reports that a project is. now thrown 
out to introduce powerful tugs to tow boats as 
far as the rapids, but not over them. A tug, 
for instance, will tow a boat from Ichang to the Hsin-t’an, and 
from that rapid a second tug will tow it to the Yeh-t’an, and so on. 
The scheme, if started, will be watched with close interest and, if 
successful, will deserve support. S’suchuan is such a rich province 
that it merits all the attention which can be bestowed on it. 


Tugs for the 
Upper Yangtse. 
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MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 


FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 


The report of the Resident-General of the Federated Malay States 
(Mr. W. T. Taylor, C.M.G.), for the year 1904, 
Tin Output. states that the mining industry continues to 
be the main source of the revenue and of the 
prosperity of those States. Tin occupies, of course, the foremost 
place, and shows an increased output for the period under review, 
the figures being 856,238 pikuls, as compared with 841,993 pikuls 
in 1903. Of this quantity, 533,193 pikuls were sent out in the 
form of tin ore, against 496,504 pikuls in 1903, and 323,045 pikuls 
were exported in the form of block tin, as compared with 345,489 
pikuls in 1903. 

The average price, expressed in dollars, for the year was 76°55 
dols. as compared with 83°65 dols. in 1903. At these rates, the 
value of the output of 1904 was 65,545,015 dols., against 
70,432,718 dols., a decrease in dollar value of 4,887,698 dols. 
But as the average rate of exchange for 1904 was ls. 192d., while 
that for 1903 was ls. 9d., the position is reversed if the values are 
converted into sterling, the amounts being 6,213,121/. and 
6,162,8621. respectively. 


With regard to gold mining, Mr. Taylor states that operations 
were limited to certain mines in Pahang and 


Gold Mining. | Negri Sembilan. In Pahang, the result is said 
to have been very unfavourable. 
The total export of gold in 1904 was 20,157 ounces, valued at 
approximately 80,6000. 
The quantity obtained during the year from actual crushings 
was as follows :-— 
Pahang... ... 12,625 ozs. from 54,961 tons. 
Negri Sembilan ... 2,189 ‘ 3,458 _,, 
In addition, 146 ounces were won from alluvial workings, and 
2,115 ounces from 11,350 tons of tailings by means of the cyanide 


process. 
Pikul = 1333 lbs. avoirdupois. 





FRANCE—-NEW CALEDONIA. 


H.M. Consul at Noumea (Mr. A. G. Brophy) reports that at the 

beginning of the year 1905 there were three 

Nickel. large companies working nickel mines in New 

Caledonia, viz., the Nickel Company, the Inter- 

national Corporation (American) and the Consolidated (Anglo- 
French). 

The second mentioned had suspended operations for the 
moment, having worked out its principal mine at Nepoui; the 
third, connected with projected smelting works in New South 
Wales, had closed down its mine at Voh. 


“Pipa TE Re 
i 
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FRANCE—NEW CALEDONIA—continued. 
Regarding chrome, Mr. Brophy says that if it were not for the 
various obstacles in the way of opening out the 
Chrome. chrome ore deposits in Asia Minor, it is pro- 
bable that the New Caledonian ores, handi- 
capped as they are by high sea freights and difficult land 
communications, would not have much to say on the question of 
rates. ‘T'he large increase in the export of this ore from New 
Caledonia in 1904 is due to the fact of a British house having 
paid a high figure, 50,000/., to buy out the right to a mine 
during three years, besides paying 12s. per ton royalty on 
exported ore to the real owners of the deposit. The mine in 
question at Tiebaghi, on the north-west of the island, is one of 
the most valuable yet known, although a few years ago it was 
going begging for a mere song. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
3,431). 





AUSTRIA—HUNGARY. 


H.M. Consul at Trieste (Mr. J. B. Spence) reports that a coal mine 
, of excellent quality has just been discovered at 
Fresh Discovery 7). a nictal Fnoatiin’ Riatid A 
of Coal ohannistal (Carniola) Austria. A company 
will undertake the working of this mine and 
also construct a local railway between Johannistal and Lichtenwald 
(in Styria). Work is expected to commence this year. 





AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
Corn Prices. in the week ended the 15th July, 1900, 
were as follows :— 


Wheat ili ae hat ——— a 8 
Barley _— ai _ ... 208 10d, 
Oats ai od soe 2: oe 


For further particulars see Pp. 136. 


A statement is published on p. 137, showing the quantities of 


. the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
— a imported into the United Kingdom during the 
" week ended the 15th July, 1905, as well as 


of the imports during the ‘corresponding week of 1904. 


RUSSIA. 


H.M. Consul at St. Petersburg (Mr. O. Wardrop) reports that the 
area under cotton in Ferghana in 1904 was 
ae 904,900 acres, of which 467,100 acres were 
planted with American seed. The total harvest 

was 185,000 tons, Marghilan district had the largest area under 
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RUSSIl]A—continued. 

cultivation (more than one-third), but Andizhan gave the best 
harvest (more than one-third). Next came Namangan and 
Kokand (where there is a good deal of native cotton), and finally 
Osh. At the beginning of April, 1905, an official report from 
Samarkand announced a crisis in the cotton growing district, as 
the planters were short of ready money, and traders refused the 
usual advances; a diminution in the area under cultivation was 
expected. 

During the nineties, land in Ferghana was of so little value that 
the owners often abandoned it rather than pay taxes; the best 
lands could be purchased at from 3/. to 4/. per acre, and inferior 
land from 4s. to 6s. per acre ; but since 1900 the increased growth 
of cotton has stimulated irrigation and cultivation, so that good 
manured land now brings as much as 901. per acre. The left bank 
of the Syr Daria for hundreds of miles is capable of extraordinary 
fertility, it was formerly well irrigated and thickly populated ; in 
the Chimkent district alone there are said to be 500,000 acres of 
good land. 

The quantity of raw cotton from Central Asia destined for 
Nizhni fair in 1904 was 45,000 bales, but half this amount was 
kept back at Astrakhan to be reserved for better prices. The 
stock offered was 23,000 bales. 


As regards Trans-Caucasian cotton, H.M. Consul states that a 
* , short, dry, cold summer and rainy autumn in 
rans-Caucasian =m, ; or MBeqnoagen 

Cotton. rans-Caucasia gave an unsatisfactory crop. 
The area under cultivation (especially in the 
governments of Elizavetpol and Baku) had been largely increased 
owing to the high prices obtained in 1903. About 5,000 tons 
had been expected in 1904, but it is probable that the harvest 
did not much exceed 3,500*tons. In the government of Erivan, 
which supplies most of the Trans-Caucasian cotton, the net yield 
in one district, Sharuro-Dalageuz, was as high as 720 lbs. per acre, 
but in Etchmiadzin and Surmalin it did not exceed 140 to 200 lbs. 
The cholera epidemic seriously interfered with work during the 
harvest. Prices were very low: 13s. per cwt. uncleaned, 2/. 12s. 
per cwt. cleaned. Both the cotton and the seeds were gathered 
very wet and the prospects for 1905 are poor. The price of seeds 
was about 2s. 7d. per cwt. in December, rising to 7s. 6d. and more 
in spring. Early in 1905 a fund was established under official 
management to supply planters with the best varieties of seeds. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,424.) 


H.M. Consul at Rostov-on-Don (Mr. A. F. H. Medhurst) has 
Wool Trade at forwarded the following memorandum on the 
Fhe wool trade there :—‘‘ This year’s sale of merino 

’ wool was particularly brisk and satisfactory. 

No stocks remained over from last year, and the new wool was 

bought up the moment it arrived at steadily increasing rates. 
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RUSSIA—continued. 

‘‘ The highest price paid was 13°10 roubles per poud*—fgures 
only reached in 1881 and 1889. 

‘‘ Sheep-farmers have done well, seeing that the average wool 
price is usually some 2 roubles per poud less. 

“The total supply may be taken at 1,200,000 pouds, and of 
these only 125,000 pouds remained unsold owing to the parcels 
having arrived late when the large buyers had already left. Coarse 
unwashed Don wool fetched 7 roubles a poud, and very little came 
on the market. In all probability there will not be sufficient for 
export purposes.” 


* Rostov and Charkov prices. 
Poud = 36 lbs. avoirdupois. 


ITAL Y—SICILY, 

Referring to the notice on p. 568 of the “‘ Board of Trade Journal ” 
of 23rd March last, H.M. Consul at Palermo 
(Mr. 8S. J. A. Churchill) reports that the 
prospects of the new sumach production, due 
next month, are very good as to quality, and as regards quantity 
the crop will probably be an average one. There is little sumach 
offering on the market. The price ruling is‘about 10s. per quintal, 
besides brokerage. 

The Government are still considering measures for the protection 
of the sumach industry from adulteration. 


MEXICO. 

H.M. Consul at Mexico City (Mr. L. J. Jerome) reports that while 

what is known as the Laguna district, the 
Cotton Growing. valley of the Rio Nazas, in the States of 

Durango, Coahuila and Chihuahua, is not the 
only district where cotton can be grown, the crop in 1904 
amounted in that district to 60,000 bales, and this year it is 
expected to be 80,000 bales. As there are, it is estimated, some 
25,000 bales in storage, it is expected that not much American 
cotton will be imported to supply the cotton mills of Mexico, 
whose average annual consumption is about 120,000 bales. 

The British Vice-Consul at San Luis Potosi (Mr. H. W. Wilson) 
reports that within the last few years experiments have been made 
in cotton growing in the south-eastern part of that State. The 
results at first were excellent, the staple being classified as “ strict 
good middling,” and the land producing 14 bales to the acre. 
Unfortunately, two years ago the boll weevil made its appearance 
and destroyed 90 per cent. of the crop. Some of the farmers are, 
however, still carrying on their experiments in the hopes of finally 
discovering some remedy for this evil. They entertain hopes of 
being able to get better results in dry years, as the appearance of 
the weevil seems to be due in great part to excessive moisture. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,429). : 





Sumach Crop 
Prospects. 
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MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
A report published in the ‘“‘ Board of Trade Labour Gazette ”* of the 
16th July, based on 4,935 returns, viz.: 3,570 


a lcd in from Employers, or their Associations, 1,265 
Sune. 1905 from Trade Unions, and 100 from other sources, 


states that, compared with May, employment 
generally showed little change. 

As compared with a year ago there was an improvement in 
the metal, engineering and shipbuilding trades, and in the textile 
and boot and shoe industries, but a decline in the building trades. 

In the 271 Trade Unions, with an aggregate membership of 
576,346, making returns, 29,995 (or 5°2 per cent.) were reported 
as unemployed at the end of June, 1905, as compared with 5:1 
per cent. at the end of May, 1905, and 5°9 per cent. in June, 1904. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 13th July, 1905, 

Cotton Statistics, was 56,493 (including 207 bales British West 
African), and the number imported during the 

28 weeks ended the 13th July was 2,394,880 (including 3,355 bales 

British West Indian and 1,883 bales British West African). As 

regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 13th July, 

1905, 4,107 bales, and for the 28 weeks, 237,535. 

For further details see p. 136. 


FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 


According to the Annual Report for 1904 of the Resident-General 
in the Federated Malay States (Mr. W. T. 
Trade in 1904. ‘l'aylor, C.M.G.), the returns of trade show a 
decline in the imports and exports of those 

States for the year 1904 as compared with the year 1903. 

Excluding bullion and specie the recorded value of imports for 
the year was 36,867,129 dols., as compared with 41,427,287 dols. 
in 1903, a decrease of 4,560,158 dols. This decrease appears to 
have been chiefly in the class of ‘“ Live Animals, Food, &c.,” the 
falling off in which amounted to close on 3} million dollars. 
Under the head of *‘ Manufactures” the net decrease is 370,000 dols. 
Cotton piece goods show a falling off to the extent of 230,000 dols., 
gunnies over 500,000 dols., and machinery 122,000 dols. On the 
other hand, there is shown an increase of 230,000 dols. in the value 
of paper and stationery imported, in railway materials an increase 
of 96,000 dols., and in joss sticks and paper 80,000 dols. 

The value of the exports of merchandise, &c., in 1904 shows a 
reduction of 4,772,666 dols., the figures being 73,696,984 dols. for 
1904 against 78,469,650 dols. in 1903. 

In the class of ‘‘ Raw Materials,” which, so far as value is con- 
cerned, constitute upwards of 90 per cent. of the total, the 








* For list of principal contents of the “ Board of Trade Labour Gazette,” see p. 139. 
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decrease is of course due to the lower rates prevailing in local 
currency for tin and tin ore. As, however, the rate of exchange 
was higher in 1904 than in 1903 and the sterling price of tin was 
not much less in 1904 than in 1903, it may be assumed that some 
part of the decrease of 4,050,000 dols. in this article may be 
regarded as apparent rather than real. It may also be mentioned 
as an indication of the condition of trade, that the exports of 
refined tin from the Colony during the period under review 
exceeded those of the preceding year by 2,500 tons. 

The only article of importance in respect of which the exports 
were of larger value than in 1903 is timber, in which there was an 
increase of 77,000 dols. 

One hundred and nine pikuls of Para rubber of the value of 
30,000 dols. are recorded as having been exported during the year. 





FRANCE. 

A report on the Islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon has been 
Fishing Industry received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
at ah Sienen oh Consul at St. Pierre (Mr. C. 8S. Hampscr, 
Miauel from which it appears that the trade of these 
a islands is practically limited to the cod-fishing 
industry. This has much fallen off in the last eight years, and 
the islands have lost nearly all their former prosperity. The 
catches of cod have been very poor during the last two years, but 

the prospects for the season of 1905 are, so far, good. 


The French Government grants considerable bounties to support 
the French fishing industry. The object is 
twofold :— 

(a) To encourage the fishermen, in view of 
the naval training afforded by the business. 

(b) To secure markets for the produce of the French fisheries. 
Bounties are, consequently, paid both to the men employed in the 
fishing and on the produce of the fisheries. 

Under class (a) bounties are paid as follows :— 

1. 50 fr. (21.) to every man engaged in cod-fishing who dries 
his catch in Newfoundland, at St. Pierre, or Miquelon, or on 
Grand Bank. 

2. 50 fr. (21.) to every man employed on fisheries in Iceland 
seas, though not drying there. 

3. 30 fr. (11. 4s.) to every man fishing on Grand Bank without 
drying there. 

4. 15 fr. (12s.) to every man fishing on the Dogger Bank. 

Under class (5) the following bounties are paid on the produce 
of French fisheries :— 

1. 20 fr. (16s.) for each “ quintal ” (220°46 lbs. avoirdupois) of 
dried cod sent to a French colony in America, India, or Wes: 


Bounties to 
French Fishing 
Industry. 
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Coast of Africa; or to transatlantic foreign countries where there 
is a French Consul. 

2. 16 fr. (12s. 10d.) for each ‘“ quintal” of dried cod sent to 
France and destined for Europe, or for foreign countries on the 
Mediterranean, Sardinia and Algeria excluded. 

3. 16 fr. (12s. 10d.) for each “ quintal” of dried cod exported 
from ports in France to French Colonies in America and India, or 
to transatlantic countries, without having entered a bonded 
warehouse. 

4, 12 fr. (9s. 7d.) per ‘‘ quintal” of dried cod sent to Sardinia 
or Algeria. 

5. 20 fr. (16s.) per “ quintal” of tongues and sounds brought 
back to France. 

(The introduction into St. Pierre and Miquelon of any produce 
of fisheries, other than French, is strictly prohibited). 

In addition to these bounties paid by the French Government, 
a-bounty of 50 fr. (2/.) is paid from the funds of St. Pierre to 
every man fishing on the ‘‘ French shore.” 


AUSTRIA~-HUNGARY—RUSSIA. 


In reporting that the Austrian-Lloyds 8.8. Company have, by 
Trade between notice issued on Ist July, suspended their 
eleeha’ nisil service between ‘Trieste and Odessa, H.M. 
Odessa Consul at Trieste (Mr. J. B. Spence) gives the 
following particulars of the trade between these 





two ports :— 

“The trade between Trieste and Odessa has considerably 
increased during the past few years. Nearly one-tenth of the 
total transit trade between Austria and Russia goes vd@ Trieste to 
Odessa. The export from Trieste to the Russian ports of the 
Black Sea, and especially to Odessa, rose in 1904 to 11,470 metric 
tons, valued at 166,667/. The import from Odessa into Trieste 
rose to about 38,000 metric tons, of a total value of 225,000/. 
The total transit trade between Trieste and the Black Sea ports 
during 1904 amounted to 587,500/. The principal articles 
exported vid Trieste to Odessa are: coffee, drugs, chemical pro- 
ducts, mineral waters, canned goods, tanning materials, glassware, 
sugar, hardware, and machinery. The principal articles imported 
into Austria from Odessa vid Trieste are: grain, linseed, wool, and 
untanned hides.” 





MEXICO. 
Regarding the cultivation of rubber in Mexico, H.M. Consul at 
Mexico City (Mr. L. J. Jerome) reports that the 
ge ge numerous plantations have hitherto not proved 
iad ialamaanns successful undertakings, that is, as dividend 
earners. Much harm has been done to the genuine (although, in 
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Mr. Jerome’s opinion, highly speculative) ventures of this kind 
by the operations of a number of fraudulent concerns having their 
headquarters in the United States. A general wholesale denuncia- 
tion of rubber cultivation was made by the late United States 
Vice-Consul at Mexico City, which called forth a storm of protest. 
The State Department of Washington instituted enquiries, and the 
result has been that an order has been issued by the United States 
Government prohibiting the use of the United States mails to 
many of these companies. 

Foiled in their own country, the promoters of these schemes are 
turning their attention to both the United Kingdom and Canada. 
It is absurd to anyone who is acquainted with the labour and 
climatic conditions of the hot lands of Mexico to suppose for a 
moment that large profits can be made out of tropical plantations. 
In the case of genuine concerns only a comparatively small return 
can be expected for the capital outlay, a much smaller return than 
can be obtained in safer and less speculative investments in Mexico, 
but when the prospectuses and literature of tropical agricultural 
companies promise wealth in a very short time, it is safe to assume 
that the undertaking should be left alone. 

Mr. Jerome expresses the hope that this warning will be published 
in the newspapers of Liverpool, Manchester and the Midlands, as 
well as by Canadian papers, as these are fields of operation of the 
agents who are trying to induce people to invest in these schemes. 
They choose as a rule people who have neither the time nor the 
money to make proper investigations, but to whom the loss of 

savings 1s a very serious hardship indeed. (Foreign Office, Annual 


Series, 3,429.) 





CHINA. 


According toa statement by the Department of Agriculture and 
Commerce of Japan, published in the report of 
the Yokohama Chamber of Commerce, the 
western coast of Liaotung from Fuchow to 
Kaiping might be made a vast salt-field and salt be produced 
there at the cost of not more than 15 sen per koku (about 1 #d. 
per cwt.), owing to the cheapness of labour. As compared with 
Formosa, Liaotung will prove the more profitable ground for salt 
producers, and an ample market can be found in Korea and 
Manchuria. No one, it is said, has yet engaged in this business 
there, which is likely to become one of the most promising enter- 
prises for any large capitalists. 


Salt Industry in 
Liaotung. 
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ended 13th July, 1905 :— 


STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported at the 
Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week and 28 Weeks 


























Week ended | ” ghrsy Week ended —— 
oe 13th July, _ || 18th July, 
1905 13th July, 1905 13th July, 
° 1905. : 1905. 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS. 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 
No. No. No. No. 
American oe. eee - 40,494 2,019,355 2,653 167,644 
Brazilian tie we wes 4,379 36,705 — 549 
East Indian ... eve ase 4,011 30,724 56 7,357 
Egyptian ... _ tne 6,553 269,844 1,370 59,728 
Miscellaneous eee - 1,056* 38,252¢ 28 2,257 
Di et fcc ed 2,394,880 4,107 237,535 

















* Including 207 bales British West African. 
7 Including 3,355 bales British West Indian and 1,883 bales British West African. 





Corn Prices. 
Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter of 
8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors and Officers of 
Excise in the week ended 15th July, 1905, and corresponding weeks of the 
seven previous years pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 











Average Price. 

Wheat. |. Barley. Oats. 

8s. d. a a <€. 

Week ended 15th July, 1905 ... oof OC F§ 23 10 19 7 
Corresponding week in— 

1898 eee eee eee eee eee eee 38 1 95 0 20 10 

1899 eee eee eee eee sae eee 25 5 21 10 18 0 

1900 eee eee eee eee see eee 29 0 23 8 19 3 

1901 eee ece eee eee eee eee 27 3 25 + 19 ll 

1902 eee eee ete eee eee eee 30 ll 23 8 22 10 

1903 eee eee eee eee see eee 28 3 20 5 18 7 

1904 eee eee eee eee eee eee 26 10 18 9 17 6 














* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 


and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural Produce 


imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 15th July, 1905, 
together with the quantities imported in the corresponding week of the 


previous year. 














Week ended | Correspond- 
— 15th July, | ing Week in 
1905. 1904. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves eco = ove] ~Ss Nuumboeer . 11,928 8,935 
Sheep and lamb re a ees ™ 1,568 5,905 
Swine ... ove eve eee eee oe: ” ese “— 
Horses ... ia ed we inn ots pt 1,064 1,251 
Fresh Meat :— 
—«—« ss. eo on | 109,972 54,605 
Mutton ... ‘a i hig i ini nm 64,207 89,237 
Pork eee eee eee ese ese ” 8,197 3,449 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
et .< =~ «ie ‘« “a Gi 120,720 106,950 
Beef eee eee eee eee eee eee ” 2,469 3,896 
Hams  .«. tec co ete eve eee . 37,313 27,671 
ee a a Ai we er s 5,865 5,099 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh on “ 13,767 9,593 
Meat, preserved otherwise than by salting... vs 10,722 14,363 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
ne a" “<n. oe om, Cwts. 86,730 88,294 
Margarine ee ae . 20,580 16,325 
ee Sieg eae Tag 5 ee ae " 64,014 61,692 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums on ose “ — 6 
9 GERM co cee ove eee eee . 129 215 
» condensed ee | eae ~ 16,715 18,960 
» preserved, other kinds...  ... as. oa 27 46 
Eggs one ‘sn bad hin ont --.| Grt. Hundr. 168,885 427,073 
ee Value £ 2,280 3,693 
Game on cee ese eee ose ons ” 14 476 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) ... ss. awe Cwts. 2,490 1,420 
Lard eee eee eee eee eee eee ” 38,183 42,291 
Corn, grain, meal, and flour :— 
” eee ae” aa ee Cwts. 2,410,100 1,761,900 
Wheat meal and flour “a o 141,300 171,600 
ey ile eee ae le us 94,500 530,200 
ST aw Sth ined’! aaa ve lalles tal . 529,500 176,000 
| ere ee eee eee ee at 34,270 45,280 
Beans eee eee occ oe oe ” 4,380 8,680 
Maize or Indian corn... 0. ave ae ‘a 616,350 736,700 
Fruit, raw :— 
OF ee eee a Ae ie Cwts. 19,380 19,808 
Apricots and peaches... . ~ ce - 4,798 3,521 
Bananas so - «0 ~«a a“ a eee 205,758 43,230 
Se ee ne ee Cwts. 14,595 17,502 
CUNPAMES.., 89 nce tee ei “oo “ 20,616 27,087 
ae ee” a ‘ 1,890 2,540 
eo eee ee se 529 571 
Lemons... a. oo ele 13,056 25,085 
Oranges... os ~~ w ” 4,743 30,206 
ee ee ee ie 2,234 7,666 
Plums ... eee eee eee eee oe ” 7,003 30,286 
a ree - 462 1,172 
Unenumerated ... 9 0s. eve mn 20,662 37,566 
Hay... on iia Tons. 2,560 2,952 
Straw i “<a: oe soe * 1,446 993 
Moss Litter. (Not shown prior to 1905) io 1,632 _ 
Hops ek ie DONE a OS ol Cwts. 215 1,135 
Locust Beans — _ eae 9 7,403 9,676 
Vegetables, raw :— 
TD «so 466). ote | cs ° ium hel ae 86,388 53,791 
Potatoes ws ose oe ove Cwts. 153,647 167,215 
Tomatoes eee wae eee eee ”? 45,021 64,707 
Unenumerated ... on one one Value £ 6,381 6,273 
Vegetables, dried occ Cwts, 1,083 2,351 
Preserved by canning... ese ove eee ~ 1,348 3,118 
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Passengers to Places out of Europe.—June, 1905. 








Return of the Numbers and Nationalities of the Passengers that left the United 
Kingdom for Places out of Europe (distinguishing the principal Countries in 


which the Passengers contracted to land) during the Month ending 50th June, 


1905, and the Six Months ending 30th June, 1905, compared with the corresponding 


periods of the previous Year. 































































































Britisun EMPIRE. FoREIGN CoUNTRIES. 
, i . - 2 | Total 
site| ¢ 2 | 2 a g = | _ 
— ‘ & | o@ | Ss = a | $ = corres- 
Nationality. ce ea| dé gO |53_..3| $ ws Grand | ponding 
Ba | 38 | S34 | Seo |S588! Tor. | @ 4S | Total. | Total. | Period 
a3 | £N Eo Ae [5.98 3! +4 S 
oe | By - | mw a 7. D | & © i of 
eS | 2s 3 a S¢ ‘5 a 1904, 
5S | 44 Ss Ee =) = 
a =| ~ ° 
im o~ - 
Month ending 30th June. 
| | me a 
English 6,998 945 | 1,291 163 | 180 | 9,577 4,207 | 235 4,442 | 14,019 | 15,115 
| 
Scotch 1,854 205 | 287 12 | 2 2,360 1,383 | 55 1,438 3,798 | 3,682 
Irish “ ta 368 86 | 71 1 | 1 527 | 2,300 | 17 | 2,317 | 2,844 | 3.287 
Total of British origin. | 9,220 / 1,236 | 1,649 176 | 183 | 12,464 | 7,890 | 307 | 8,197 | 20,661 | 22,025 
Foreign 3,645 24 | 357 5 | 17 4,048 | 11,102 | 236 | 11,338 | 15,386 | 1/,948 
Nationalities mot dis- | | 
tinguished .., soe 6 -- noe 80 | 161 247 32 | 122 154 | 401 366 
| | } 
Total 12,871 | 1,260} 2,006 261} 361 | 16,759 | 19,024 | 665 | 19,689 | 36,448 | 37,338 
Total for correspond- | 
ing period, 1904 10,688 | 1,022 | 2,082 291 | 351 | 14,434 | 22,350 55§ | 22,904 | 37,338 
Six Months ending 30th June. 
English ... onp 39,299 | 4,212 8,187 1,189 1,728 | 54,615 | 27,428 2,346 | 29,774 | 84,389 | 76,106 
Scotch... ae 8,314 | 663 1,891 78 75 | 11,021 8,427 276 8,703 | 19,724 | 17,095 
Irish 1,933 | 272 485 3 14 2,707 | 22,885 110 | 22,995 | 25,702 | 21,503 
Total of British origin. | 49,546 5,147 10,563 1,270 1,817 | 68,343 | 58,740 2,732 | 61,472 | 129,815 | 114,704 
Foreign 14,134 115 1,958 51 122 | 16,380 | 76,405 2,099 | 78,504 | 94,884 | 70,004 
Nationalities no  dis- 
tinguished ..., a 17 | — — 654 949 1,620 405 1,265 1,670 3,290 | 2,761 
Total 63,697 5.262 | 12,521 1,975 2,888 | 86,343 | 135,550 6,096 | 141,646 | 227,989 | 187,469 
Total for correspond- 
ing period, 1904 52,660 5,113 | 13,888 | 2,157 | 2,883 | 76,701 | 106,519 4,249 | 110,768 | 187,469 






































Notr.—The above figures being made up at the earliest 
correction in the Annual Returns. 


possible date after the close of each month, are subject to 
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° GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of June, 1905, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be’ purchased at a cost, in the present instance’ 
of ls. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon 
Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward’ 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that Volume I. of the 
‘Annual Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with 
Foreign Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1904, 
may be purchased at a cost of 7s. 7d. at any of the addresses 
enumerated above. This publication, which contains much more 
detailed and exhaustive information than can be given in the 
Monthly Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1900-1904, 
and detailed statements of imports and exports of each article 
(from and to each country). The second volume will contain details 
as to customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, transhipments, and 
articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the United 
Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE BOARD OF TRADE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


The “ Board of 'l'rade Labour Gazette” is published by the Board 
of Trade about the 16th of each month. The following are among 
the more important articles which appear in the July issue :— 
State of the Labour Market in June; Eight hour day in Govern- 
ment Workshops; German Labour Colonies in 1904; Coal 
Mining in 1904; Pauperism, 1877-1905; Recent Conciliation and 
Arbitration Cases, and Relief of the Unemployed in June. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting sub- 
jects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual Series issued 
since the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal.” 








ANNUAL. 
No. 3,433. Trade of California, Nevada, Utah, and Arizona, 1904. 
The subordination of agri- being used by railways and 
cultural to manufacturing in- manufacturers. 
dustries and its effect on trade. Competition in the linen 
Poor results of the 1904 trade. 
fruit season. Decreasing pro- Trade with India and other 
duction of prunes. parts of the British Empire. 
Steady shrinkage of coal Reduction in pilotage 
imports, owing to oil fuel charges at San Francisco. 


This publication contains also reports by the British Vice- 
Consuls at Los Angeles and San Diego. 
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No. 3,434. Finances and Trade of the Argentine Republic for 1904 
and part of 1905. 


Particulars of Budget esti- 
mates for 1905. 

Presidential message fore- 
shadows a reduction of Customs 


duties on articles of consump- | 


tion. 

Probable port improvements 
at Bahia Blanca, Buenos Ayres, 
and La Plata. 


Remarks on 
port concessions. 

Foreign trade marks on 
imported articles should be 
promptly registered. 

Improvement in financial 
and commercial conditions still 
continues. 


railway and 


No. 3,435. Trade of Foochow, 1904. 


Value of foreign imports in 
1904, 1,219,086/., and of ex- 
ports 1,476,1671., as compared 
with 1,061,940J. and 1,172,445]. 
respectively in 1903. 

Slight falling off in imports 
of cotton goods, but increase 
in imports of cotton yarn. 


Observations on the _ tea 


trade. 

Imperial Chinese Post Office 
statistics. 

Returns of imports, exports 
and shipping. 


No. 3,436. Trade of Para, 1903 and 1904. 


Openings for British trade. 

Encouraging future of the 
Brazilian rubber industry: 
remarks on the alleged adul- 
teration of rubber. 


Projected port works: statis- 


tics of traffic at the port. 


Discovery of caucho. 

Railways projected. 

Statistics of imports, exports 
and revenue. 


This publication also contains a report by the British Vice- 


Consul at Maranham. 


No. 3,437. 


Trade both in imports and 
exports was of a normal de- 
scription. 

Shght drop in value of 
cotton goods imported ; but the 
United Kingdom’s share of 
this trade has advanced from 
80 to 82 per cent. 

Singular lack of agricultural 
machinery in the district; 
only one threshing machine 
was imported in the course of 
he year. 


Trade of Damascus for 1904. 


Six small flour mills, of 
which the motive power is 
petroleum, are established in 
the district. 

Permission has been granted 
to prolong the Damascus-Hama 
railway as far as Aleppo. 

Remarks on railway develop- 
ment, with special reference to 
the Mecca railway. 

Proposed establishment of a 
combined electric lighting and 
tramway system. 
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Government Publications. 


No. 3,438. Trade of Ancona, 1904. 





Increased import of British 


coal. 


Analysis of import and ex- 


Probable falling-off in im- 
ports of chemicals owing to 
constant increase of chemical 


port trade with various coun- — works in the country. 


tries. 
OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 

Trade Marks Bill. Report from Select Committee. 231. Price 1d. 

The Select Committee to whom the Trade Marks Bill was 
referred have gone through the Bill and made amendments there- 
unto, and this paper contains the special report agreed to by the 
said Committee. 

Navy—Hydrographer’s Report, 1904. [Cd. 2,573.] Price 2d. 

This is the report by the Hydrographer of the Admiralty of the 
work performed during the year 1904 in the examination and 
charting of the seas and coasts in various parts of the globe. In 
addition to home surveys, the following were in progress: New- 
foundland, West Africa, Mediterranean, British Colombia, China, 
New Zealand, and the Red Sea. 

Mines and Quarries. General Report for 1903. Purt IV. 
Colonial and Foreign Statistics. [Cd. 2,600.] Price 1s. 9d. 

This report contains statistics relating to persons employed, 
output and accidents at mines and quarries in the British Colonies 


and in foreign countries. 
The following figures show the main sources from which the 


fuel supply of the world is obtained :— 




















Quantity. Value. 
satan poe on Increase or 
Metric tons. | 1902 £ Decrease on 
| 1902. 
United States a 324,195,000 | 50,595,000 | 103,434,000 | +28,061,000 
Great Britain ..-| 234,030,000 3,291,000 | 88,228,000 | — 5,293,000 
Germany int .| 162,457,000 11,857,000 55,628,000 | + 2,974,000 
Austria-Hungary ... 40,160,000 681,000 10,272,000 | — 256,000 
France 34,906,000 4,909,000 19,567,000 | + 2,108,000 
Belgium 23,796,000 919,000 12,360,000 | + 279,000 

















London Traffic. Vol. I. Report of the Royal Commission 
appointed to enquire into, and report upon, the means of Locomotion 
and Transport in London. [Cd. 2,597]. Price 3s. 3d. 

This Commission was instructed to report :—(a) As to the most 
effectual measures for the improvement of locomotion and 
transport in London; (6) as to the desirability of establishing 
some authority or tribunal to which all schemes of railway or 
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Government Publications. 





tramway construction of a local character should be referred, and 
the powers which it would be advisable to confer upon such a body. 

The Commission are of opinion that the problem of locomotion 
in London should be considered, in the first instance, on broad 
and general lines, and that, subsequently, a series of separate and 
distinct enquiries should be undertaken in order to deal - with 
particular branches of the subject. Continuous attention is needed 
in order to ensure that the practical measures which these 
enquiries may show to be expedient, shall be brought into 
harmony with each other and with a general plan; the appoint- 
ment of a permanent body to deal with questions of London 
locomotion is therefore recommended. 


General Iveport to the Board of Trade upon the Accidents that have 
occurred on the Railways of the United Kingdom during 1904. [ Cd. 
2,605.] Price 9d. 

According to this report 1,073 persons were killed and 6,889 
injured on railways in the United Kingdom in the course of public 
traffic during 1904, the corresponding figures for 1903 being 1,159 
and 6,785 respectively. In addition, 14 people were killed in 1904, 
and 661 injured by accidents which occurred upon railway pre- 
mises, but in which the movement of railway vehicles was not con- 
cerned. ‘This publication contains reports on enquiries held by the 
officers of the Railway Department of the Board of Trade into 
certain accidents which occurred during 1904. 


Home Office. Annual Report of H.M. Inspectors of Explosives for 
1904. [Cd. 2,595.] Price 2s. 

This publication deals with the manufacture, storage, packing, 
conveyance, importation and Government inspection of explosives. 
Details are given of the accidents by fire or explosion of which the 
Home Office had cognisance during 1904. These show a total of 
355, causing, so far as is known, 56 deaths, and injuring 391 
persons. Special chapters are devoted to petroleum and to carbide 
of calcium and acetylene. 

Board of Agriculture. Agricultural Statistics, 1904. [Cd. 2,594. ] 
Price 1s. dd. 

This volume, which is published by the Board of Agriculture, 
contains the definite returns as to the acreage and produce of 
crops, prices of corn, &c., number of live stock in Great Britain in 
1904, and also similar particulars as regards Ireland, the Isle of 
Man, the Channel Islands, certain British Colonies and foreign 
countries. A report summarising and commenting on the returns 
is prefixed to the tables of statistics. A preliminary statement of 
the total produce of the crops of wheat, barley, and oats in Great 
Britain in 1904, prepared by the Board of Agriculture, was pub- 
lished in the “‘ Board of Trade Journal” for lst December last 


(p. 397). 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE 


BRANCH OF THE BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the 
Board of Trade (No. 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.) is 
intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and focussed in a form 
convenient for reference, and at which, so far as the interests of 
British trade permit, replies shall be given to enquiries by traders 
on commercial matters. 

On application being made to it either personally or by letter, 
the Branch supplies, so far as is possible, information with regard 
to the following subjects, viz.: Commercial Statistics; Matters 
relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and Customs Regulations ; 
Lists of firms abroad engaged in particular lines of business in 
different localities; Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender; 
Sources of Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade Products; Forms of 
Certificates of Origin; Regulations concerning Commercial 
Travellers, &c., &c. There isa Sample Room at the offices of the 
Branch, where, in addition to samples illustrative of reports of 
H.M. Consuls or of the Correspondents or Special Commissioners 
of the Board of Trade, specimens of special interest that may be 
received from the Imperial Institute, India, or the Colonies, &c., 
are exhibited from time to time. : 

The ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence Branch, 
and intended for general information, is conveyed to the public. 
The ‘‘ Journal” is now issued weekly at the price of ld. All 
applications respecting subscription, or the purchase of single 
copies, should be addressed in London to Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Ltd., Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; in 
Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd; and in Dublin to Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street. Copies may also be obtained from 
Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, Cornhill, E.C. 

THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE.—In consequence of the transfer 
of the Imperial Institute to the Board of Trade from the beginning 
of 1903, the work formerly carried on by the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Office of the Imperial Institute is now conducted by the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

Among the branches of work now carried on by the Imperial 
Institute at South Kensington are the scientific investigation of 
the economic products of the British Empire with a view to their 
commercial utilisation, and the superintendence of the arrangement 
and classification of the Collection of these products which is 
exhibited at the Institute. From time to time samples and 
specimens of raw and manufactured products will be shown in the 
sample room at 73, Basinghall Street. 

The “Imperial Institute Bulletin,” issued quarterly, contains 
information and reports bearing on the work carried out in the 
Imperial Institute at South Kensington. 

March, 1905. 
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SPECIAL INDIAN AND COLONIAL 
TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES. 





India.—The India Trade Enquiry Office at 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C., has been established for the purpose of supplying 
the general public withall available information as to the commercial 
products, manufactures and trades of British India. 

The office is under the superintendence of an India Office official, 
who is in daily attendance to answer personal or written enquiries. 

The current publications of the Government of India dealing 
with Indian Trade statistics, tariff charges, railways, economic 
products, &c., are kept in the office, and-can be consulted free: the 
various Indian Directories are also filed. 


Canada.—The Canadian Government have secured premises at 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., where an office has been 
opened under the designation of ‘‘Canadian Government Trade 
Enquiry Branch,” for the convenience of the commercial commu- 
nity. 

In due course it is intended to equip and maintain a display 
room, illustrating the products, resources and manufactures of the 
Dominion. In the meantime, a Canadian representative attends 
daily to deal with enquiries and applications in connection with 
Canadian import and export trade, and to supply information 
about Canadian matters generally. Personal appointments can be 
arranged when desired. 


Cape of Good Hope.—The Government of the Cape of Good Hope 
have opened offices at 78, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., for the 
purpose of a Commercial Agency for that Colony, which will be 
under the direction of the Agent-General for the Cape of Good 
Ho 

Mr. Lewis Atkinson, who has been appointed Commercial 
Agent, attends daily to deal with enquiries on all Commercial and 


Trade matters connected with Cape Colony. 


Queensland.—F or the convenience of the commercial community 
in the City of London, the Agent-General for Queensland has 
opened a teste office at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., 
where a representative attends daily to give information to 
enquirers regarding trade, mining, and all other matters in con- 
nection with Queensland. 

A Reading Room will also be provided in which maps, 
directories, statutes, Government reports, and other publications 
of the State can be seen. 


March, 1905. 




















